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Circular. 


Requisitions should not be made for any of the horse 
equipments, cavalry accoutrements, materials, or tools 
enumerated in General Orders No. 60, June 29, 1872, 
from this office, except to replace stores worn out in ser- 
vice or to supply deficiencies. 

The order was not intended to direct or authorize a 
general refitting of companies, the limited appropriation 
available for this purpose not permitting such a 
change. 

The attention of officers making and approving requi- 
sitions is invited to the necessity of using only the 
printed forms furnished by the Ordnance Department, 
and strictly adhering to the instructions thereon, par- 
ticular attention being directed to the columns “ number 
on hand” and “ application.” 

‘When the requisition is to replace stores which have 
been condemned, a copy of the iaveutory and inspection 
report should in all cases accompany it. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TownsEnD, Adjutant-General. 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 28, 1873. 
General Orders No. 21. 

The standard supply table of horse medicines, as pub- 
lished in General Orders No. 195, May 12, 1864, from 
this office, is hereby modified, so far as relates to lini- 
ments, as follows: 





QUANTITIES FOR THREE MONTHS. 





For Field Service. 
| 


|| For Hospital Service. 
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By order of the Secretary of War, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-Generai. 





WASHINGTON, March 15, 1873. 
General Orders No. 32. 


The practice—which has prevailed to a considerable 
extent—of Army officers visiting and remaining at the 
seat of Government during the sessions of Congress, 
with the view of influencing legislation upon military 
affairs concerning the whole Army, and which have been 
or can be brought properly to the attention of Congress 
only by the President, the Secretary of War, or the 
General of the Army, has become a serious evil, highly 
detrimental to the public service, and disrespectful to 
superior authority. 

Such action on the part of Army officers not only con- 
sumes but is a task upon the time of members of Con- 
gress, causing them embarrassment and hindering 
necessary legislation—of which they justly complain— 
and injures the Army in public opinion. The ad- 
vantages, if any, to the individual cannot counteract the 
disadvantage to the service. 

It is therefore ordered: 

I. That no officer, either active or retired, shall, di- 
rectly or indirectly, without being called upon by 
proper authority, solicit, suggest, or recommend, action 
by members of Congress for or against military affairs. 

The foregoing is not intended to preclude officers from 
illustrating or expounding a measure before Congress 
which may have received the favor or sanction of the 
President, Secretary of War, or General of the Army. 
The experience of officers when so used is and will be 
viewed as valuable. 

Il, All petitions to Congress by officers, relative to 
subjects of a military character, will be forwarded 
through the General of the Army and Secretary of War 
for their action and transmittal. 

IIL An officer visiting the seat of Government during 
a Congressional session will, upon his arrival, register 
his name.at the Adjutant-General’s office, as now re- 
quired, and, in addition, address a letter to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army, reciting the purpose of and time 
that will be embraced by his visit, and the authority 
under which he is absent from his command or station. 
The purpose or object, so recited, will be the strict guide 
of the officer during his stay. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





WASHINGTON, March 18, 1873. 
General Orders No, 33. 
The-following act of Congress is published for the in- 
formation and government of all concerned ; 





Ay act authorizing the Secretary of War to furnish a duplicate 
certificate of discharge where the same has been lost. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That whenever satisfactory proof shall be furnished to 
the War Department that any non-commissioned officer 
or private soldier who served in the Army of the United 
States in the late war against the rebellion, has lost his 
certificate of discharge, or the same has been destroyed 
without his privity or procurement, the Secretary of 
War shall be authorized to furnish, on request, to such 
non-commissioned officer or private, a duplicate of such 
certificate of discharge, to be indelibly marked, so that 
it may be known as a duplicate: Provided, Such certifi- 
cate shall not be accepted as a voucher for the payment 
of any claim against the United States for pay, bounty, 
or other allowance, or as evidence in any other case. 

Sxc. 2. That the Army regulations now in force are 
hereby modified in accordance with the provisions of 
this act. 

Approved March 3, 1873, 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





WASHINGTON, March 18, 1873. 
General Orders No. 34. 


The following act of Congress is published for the in- 
formation and government of all concerned : 

AN acT to amend an act entitled “An act making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1870,” 
approved March 3, 1869. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the sixth section of an act, entitled “An act mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending June 30, 1870,” approved March 3, 1869, is 
so far modified as to authorize and permit the President 
of the United States to nominate, and by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate to appoint, one assisi- 
ant adjutant-general, with the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of a major in the said department. 

Approved Mareh 3, 1873. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





WASHINGTON, March 18, 1878. 
General Orders No. 35. 
The following acts of Congress are published in this 
order: 
I, An act for the relief of Robert K. Enbody. 


II, An act restoring Captain Alonzo J. Marsh to his position in 
the Army, and that he be honorably mustered out of the ser- 
vice as of the date of the mustering-out of his regiment, 





WASHINGTON, Mareh 18, 1873. 


General Orders No 36. 

Publishes the act making appropriations for the 
repair, preservation, and completion of certain public 
works on rivers and harbors and for other purposes. 


WASHINGTON, March 19, 1873, 
General Orders No. 37. 

The following act of Congress is published for the in- 
formation and government of all concerned : 

Avy aor to provide for the establishment of a military prison, and 
for its government. 

Be tt. enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there shall be established at Rock Island, in the 
State of Illinois, a prison for the confinement ard refor- 
mation of offenders against the rules, regulations, and 
laws for the government of the Army of the United 
States, in which shall be securely confined, and employed 
at labor, and governed in the manner hereinafter direct- 
ed, all offenders convicted before any Court-martial or 
military commission in the United States, and sentenced 
according to law to imprisonment therein. 

Sxc. 2. That the Secretary of War shall organize a 
board of five members, to consist of three officers of the 
Army and two persons from civil life, who shull adopt a 
plan for the building of such prison, and who shall frame 
regulations for the government of the. prisoners, in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of this act. The said com- 
missioners from civil life shall hold their offices for the 
term of three years, and shall be paid five dollars a day 
while on duty, and necessary travelling expenses; and 
the said officers of the Army shall, at all times, be sub- 
jest to removal by the Secretary of War. 

Src. 3. That the Secretary of War shall, with said 
commissioners, semi-annually, and as much oftener as 
may be deemed expedient, visit said prison for the pur- 
poses of examination, inspection, and correction; and 
they shall inquire into all abuses or neglects of duty on 
the partof the officers or other persons in charge of the 
same, and make such changes in the general discipline of 
the prison as they may hold to be essential. 

Src. 4. That the officers of the prison shall consist of 
a commandant and such subordinate officers as may be 
necessary, @ chaplain, a surgeon, and a clerk, who shall 
be’ detailed by the Secretary of War from the commis- 
sioned officers of the Army; and a sufficient number of 
enlisted men shall be detailed by the Secretary of War 
to.act as turnkeys, guards, and assistants in the prison. 

Sxc. 5. That one of the inspectors of the Army shall, 
at least once in three months, visit the prison for. the 
purpose of examining into the books and all the affairs 
thereof, and ascertaining whether the laws, rules, and 
regulations relating thereto are complied with, the offi- 





cers are and faithful, and the convicts proper- 


ly governed and nee and at the same time treated 
with humanity and kindness. And it shall be the duty 
of the inspector, at once, to make full report thereof ‘to 
the ene of War. 

Sec. 6. That before the commandant enters upon the 
duties of his office he shall give bond, with sufficient 
sureties, in a sum to be fixed by the Secretary of War, to 
be approved by him, conditioned that he shall fai 
account for all money placed in his hands for the use of 
the prison, and for the faithful discharge of all his duties 
as commandant. He shall ‘have command of the prison; 
shall have the charge and employment of the p: 8 
and the custody of all the Property of the [omer mrs 
connected with the prison. He shall receive and pay 
out all money used for the prison, and shall causé to be 
kept, in suitable books, complete accounts of all the prop” 
erty, expenses, income, business, and concerns of the 
prison ; and shall make full and regular thereof 
to the Seeretary of War; and shall, under the direction 
and with the approval of the Secretary of War, employ, 
for the benefit of the United States, the convicts at such 
labor and im such trades as as deemed best for their 
health and reformation. He shall have power to sell 
and dispose of any articles manufactured by the convicts, 
and shall regularly account for the proceeds thereof, 
and shall give bond and security for the faithful 


and accounting of all moneys and rty coming ‘to 
his hands as such commandant. 6 shall take n 
make record of the 


rand 
good conduct of the convicts, and 
shall shorten the daily time of hard labor for those his, 
by their obedience, honesty, industry, or general good 
conduct, earn such favors; and the Secretary of War is 
authorized and directed to remit, in part, the sentences 
of such convicts, and to give them an honorable restora- 
tion to duty in case the same is merited ; and in case 
convict shal] disobey the lawful orders of the officers 
the prison, or refuse to comply with the rules and regu- 
lations thereof, he may be in solitary confinement, 
and the commandant shall at once report the case to the 
Secretary of War, who shall direct the inspector to make 
full examination apd report of the matter at the next 
inspection; but in no ease shall any prisoner be ect- 
‘ed to whipping, branding, or the carrying of wei; for 
the purpose of discipline, or for producing penitence; 
and every prisoner, upon being discharged from’ prison, 
shall be furnished with decent clothing. 

Szc. 7. That the use of newspapers and books shall 
not be denied the convicts at times when not em $ 
and that unofficial visitors shall be admitted to the pris- 
on under such restrietions-as the board of comm! 
may impose. The prisoners shall not be denied the pri- 
vilege of communicating with their friends by letter, and 
from receiving like communications from them, all of 
which shall be subject to thei ion of the command~ 
ant, or such officer as he may to that duty. 

Src. 8.-That the prisoners shall be supphied with 
ample and clean bedding, and with wholesome and suffi- 
cient food, but when in hospital or under discipline their 
diet shall be prescribed by the proper authority. The 
prison shall be suitably ventilated, and each prisoner 
shall have a weekly bath of cold or tepid water, which 
shall be applied to the whole surface of the body, unless 
the surgeon shall direct otherwise for the health of the 
prisoner. 

Sxc. 9. That no officer of the prison, or other person 
connected therewith, shall be concerned or interested, 
directly or indirectly, in any contract, purchase, or sale 
made on account of the prison. 

Sxc. 10. That any officer who shall suffer a convict to 
escape, or shell in any way conseut to-his escape, or shall 
aid him to escape, or in an attempt to escape, shall, upon 
conviction, be dismissed from the service, and suffer such 
other punishment as a Court-martiai may inflict. 

Src. 11. That any soldier or other person employed in 
the prison who shall suffer @ convict to escape, or in 
any way consent t@ his escape, or shall aid him to escape, 
or in an attempt to escape, shall, upon conviction by a 
Court-martial, be confined therein not less than one 


ear. 

r Sec. 12. That all prisoners under confinement in said 
military prisons undergoing sentence of Courts-martial 
shall be liable to trial and punishment by Courts-martial 
under the rules and articles of war for offences commit- 
ted during the said confinement. 

Approved, March 8, 1878. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





WasHINGTON, March 20, 1878. 
General Orders No. 38. 

The following act of Congress and regulations con- 
cerning the appointment and duties of commissary ser- 
geants are published to the Army: 

An Aor to provide for the better cos and protectionjof subsistence 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to select from the sergeai 
of the line of the Army who shall have 
therein five years, three years of .which in the grade of 






mmiseioned officer, as many commissary se: 
as the service may reqnire, not ty exceed one for 
2 then post, or place of depobts of subsistence 

it shall  recei , ) 5) re inal ‘ 

vistctce applied at the petuyt a directio: “af the 
; Pvogelodiens sh dh "be predoribed. by the Secreta 
suc. ions a8 he Secret 
of War. ‘The commisaa puis 
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receive for their services the same pay and allowances 
ae ordufnce sergeants. 
Approved, March 3, 1878. 


Regulations Relative to Commissary Sergeante. 

1. The Secretary of War selects from the ntsof the 
line of the Army, who have faithfully five 
(three years in the grade of non-commissioned 0: ), 
as many commissary sergeants as the service may re- 
quire, not exceeding one for each military post or place 
of deposit of subsistence supplies. 

2. Captains will report to their colonels such sergeants 
as, by their conduct and service, merit such appoint- 
ment, setting forth the description of the sergeant, the 
length of his service in the Army and in the grade uf 
non-commissioned officer, his general character as to 
fidelity and sobriety, his qualifications as a clerk, and 
his fitness for the duties to be performed by a commissary 
sergeant, When a company is detached from the head- 
quarters of the regiment,these reports will pass to the regi- 
mental headquarters “ws ¢ the commanding officer of 
the or detachment, and will be prowemmene, A by his 

as to the fitness of the candidate. The colonel 
will forward these reports, indorsing his remarks there- 
on, to the Adjutan eral of the y, to be laid be- 
fore — eg -. War. The form of application 
used ike that for ordnance ta, para h 
182, revised rogulations 1863. EM oreete 

8. The stations of commissary sergeants will be des- 
ignated by the Oommissary-General of Subsistence, 
under the direction of the Secretary of War, and they 
will be assigned to posts when appointed, and transfer- 
red to other stations by orders from the office of the Ad- 
jutant-General of the Army. 

4. At the expiration of his term of service a commis- 
sary sergeant may be re-enlisted, provided he shall have 
conducted himself in a becoming manner, and performed 
his duties to the satisfaction of the commanding officer. 
If, however, the commanding officer shall - think it 

to re-enlist a commissary sergeant of his t, 
Be will communicate to the Adjutant-General his en 
sons therefor ia time to receive the decision of the War 
Department before the sergeant may lawfully claim to 








re-enlist. 
6. The duty of a commissary sergeant is to assist the 
in Saengpes p storing, preserving, transferr- 
ing, issuing, selling, and accounting for the subsistence 
Pe wre the post, according to the regulations for the 
a istence Department. 

A commissary sergeant, at a post where there is no 
commissioned officer, shall be held responsible for the 
subsistence supplies, and shall be governed by the regu- 
lations for the Subsistence Department in issuing and 
accounting for the same. 

7. When a sergeant receives the appointment of com- 
missary sergeant he shall be drop from the rolls of 
the regiment or company in which he may be serving at 
the time. 

8. Commissary sergeants are to be considered as be- 
longing to the non-commissioned staff of the post. They 
are to wear the uniform that may be prescribed for them, 
and are to capone under arms at all reviews and - 
tions, monthly and weekly, but are not to be subject to 
detail for other than subsistence duties. Commissary 
sergeants will rank with ordnance sergeants accordingly 
to the dates of their warrants respectively. 

9. Commissary sergeants will be reported by name on 
the post return. For the purpose of receiving their pay 
and allowances, they will, when serving at a post which 
is the headquarters of a regiment, be mustered with the 
non-commissioned staff, of the regiment; at all other 
rer cee § will be mustered with some other company 
as thereat. If the ome gee | fe ordered from the 
post, commissary sergeant will, b t orders, be 
transferred to the rolls of some pte AP med cmeue. 
In the event of all the troops being withdrawn irom a 
post at which there isa commissary sergeant, he shall 

furnished, by the proper officer last in command, with 
his tive roll, and account of clothing and pay, ac- 
com by the remarks necessary to his military 
history. On his exhibiting such papers to any pay- 
master, with a letter from the Coumissary-General of 
Subsistence acknowledging the rec2ipt of his returns, 
and that they are satisfactory, he will be paid, on separ- 
ate accounts, the amount that may be due him at the 
= of the receipt of the returns mentioned. 

. Commissary sergeants will report by letter to the 
a pe ae ge of Subsistence on the last day of 
each calendar month; and also, if there are no troops at 
his post, to the Adjutent-General of the army. The re- 
ports to the Commissary-General of Subsistence will be 
transmitted through the commissary of the post, who, in 
forwarding them, will note thereon whether the ser- 
geant has performed his duties and generally conducted 
if in a satisfactory manner during the month. 
P 11. gna prog be aware, from the nature of the 
uties assigned to commissary sergeants, that the ju- 
dicious selection of such sergeants is of no small i 
portance to the service. They should keep in mind 
that while the law contemplates in the appointment of 
these sergeants the better preservation of the subsistence 
supplies at the several posts, there is a further considera- 
tion: that of offering a reward to those faithful and 
well-tried sergeants, who have long served their evun- 
try, and of thus encouraging the soldier in the ranks to 
emulate them in conduct, and thereby secure substantial 
promotion. QOolonels and captains, therefore, cannot be 
too particular in investigating the character of a can- 
didate, and giving their testimony as to his merits. 


ee Sergeants. 
Same as for Ordnance Sergeants, except as follows: 
Facings, stripes, pompon, and chevron, to be cadet 
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ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDEKS 
‘2 ‘or the week endin, 
et tio samasent I? 
Tuesday, March 18. 
Leave of absence for i ery “wa to 
ond is Surgeon C. H. en. 
oO eo Samuel W. Smith, Company B, 
Sixth Cavalry; Private Charles P. Robbins, Company I, 
Seventh Cavalry, now in confinement at Fort Randall, 
Dakota Territory; Private Adam Bell, Company A, 
First Cavalry ; Private John P. Kenna, Battery F, Third 
Artillery; Private James Smith, Company E, First In- 
fantry, now in confinement by the civil authorities ; 
Private Albert F. Crum, Company H, Third Cavalry ; 
Private Francis P. Egan, Company B, Third Cavalry ; 
Corporal William Bowles, Ordnance Detachment U. S. 
Army, now at Leavenworth Arsenal, Kansas; Sergeant 
Mathias Fitzsimmons, Ordnance Detachment U. 8. 
Army, now at St. Louis Arsenal, Missouri; Private 
William Oberreich, Company B, Second Cavalry; Pri- 
vate William H. Newton, Company I, Eighth Cavalry ; 
Private Thomas Wilson, Company K, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry; Private Henry A. Willing, Company A, 
Fourteenth Infantry. 
Wednesday, March 19. 

Major O. E. Babcock, Corps ot Engineers, will proceed 
to Cape Ann, Massachusetts, on public business, and 
upon completion of the same will return to this city. 

Leave of absence on surgeon’s certificate of disability 
is granted to the following named officers: Major Lewis 
Merrill, Seventh Cavalry, for one year, totake effect 
when relieved from his present duties; Surgeon James 
C. McKee, for six months, with permission to go beyond 


sea. 

The leave of absence granted Post Chaplain J. A. M. 
La Tourrette in Special Orders No. 831, February 25, 
1878, from headquarters Department of the Missouri, is 
extended four months. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted Second Lieu- 
tenant Edward M. Wright, Ordnance Department, is 
extended thirty days. 

Post Chaplain David White will, on expiration of his 
present leave of absence, report in person to the com- 
manding general Department of the Platte for assign- 
ment to duty. 

Discharged.—Private Owen Eagan, alias John Hagin, 
Light Battery F, Fifth Artillery. 

J  Revoked.—Private James Orlow Dunham, 
alias Orlo Brown, Light Battery A, Second Artillery. 

The following named superintendents of National 
Cemeteries (recently appointed) will proceed to and as- 
sume charge of the National Cemeteries to which they 
are hereby assigned, respectively: Superintendent Eu- 

me Sullivan, National Oemetery at Andersonville, 

rgia; Superintendent Samuel McKeown, National 
Cemetery at Florence, South Osarolina, The Quarter- 
master’s Department will furnish the necessary trans- 
portation. 
Thursday, March 20. 


First Lieutenant J. B. Burbank, Third Artillery, will 
proceed to Fort Barrancas, Florida, on business ccnnect- 
ed with the transfer of public property for which he was 
responsible while on duty at that post in 1872, on com- 
pletion of which he will rejoin his proper station. 

Transportation ‘Furnished.—James W. Drummond, 
formerly musician Company B, First Infantry, from 
Newark, New Jersey, to the Washington Soldiers’ 
Home; Adam Fischer, formerly private Company F, 
Seventh Cavalry, from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to the 
Washington Soldiers’ Home. 

Discharged.—Private Edward H. Canfield, General 
Service U.S. Army, now with Signal Service detach - 
ment U. 8S. Army, at New York; First Class Private 
William Van Reen and Second Class Private Arthur 
Cunningham, Ordnance Detachment U. 8. Army, now 
at Fort Union Arsenal, New Mexico; Unattached Pri- 
vate William Rosencranze, —_ yo Infantry; 
Hospital Steward Henry C. Reed, U. 8. Army, now on 
duty at Camp Brown, Wyoming Territory. 

By direction of the President, and upon the mutual 
application of the officers concerned, approved by the 
regimental commanders, the following transfers are an- 
nounced, to take effect March 17, 1873: Second Lieuten- 


‘ant John H. Coale, from the Ninth Infantry tu the Sec- 


ond Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant Jenifer H. Smallwood, 
from the Second Cavalry to the Ninth Infantry. 

On the recommendation of the Judge-Advocate-Gen- 
eral, the following changes in the stations and duties of 
judge-advocates are made, to take effect May 1, 1873 : 
Major Guido N. Lieber is relieved from duty at head- 
quarters Military Division of the South, and will report 
to the commanding general Military Division of the At- 
lantic for duty at headquarters Department of the East ; 
Major Thomas F. Barr is relieved from duty at head- 
quarters Department of the East, and will report to the 
commanding general Military Division of the South for 
duty as judge-advocate Department of the South. 

Friday, March 21. 

Discharged.—Private Samuel Slater, Company A, Sev- 
enth Boomer ; Private William S. F. Pitney, General 
Service U. S. Army, now at Fort Columbus, New York 
harbor; Sergeant Samuel Cook, Company H, Second 
Cavalry; Private Charles W. Heartt, Company H, 
Nineteenth Infantry; Private Jefferson T. Reed, Com- 
pany K, Seventeenth Infantry. 


Saturday, March 22. 

Discharged.—Second Class Private Patrick Dooley, 
Ordnance Detachment U. S. Army, now at Benicia Ar- 
senal, California; Hospital Steward T. C. Bourne, U. 
8. Army, to date March 18, 1873. , 

In accordance with the act of Congress approved 
March 8, 1873, published in General Orders No. 31, of 
1873, from this office, Major George Bell, commissary of 
subsistence, is, in addition to his present duties, charged 
with the disbursement of the fund for the payment of 
the Montana Indian war claims of 1867, appropriated by 
act of Congress approved March 3, 1878, published in 


General Orders No. 29, of 1878, from this office. Major 
Bell will make payments from this fund under such 
regulations as mzy be prescribed by the Second Comp- 
troller. 

Monday, March 24. 

By direction of the President, leave of absence until 
further orders is granted Captain George Meade, First 
Artillery. 

A board, to consist of the following officers of the 
Corps of Engineers, is appointed to make an examina- 
tion and survey of the Delaware river at and near 
the Horse-Shoe shoals, and to report upon the feasibility 
and expense of the plan adopted for the prevention and 
removal of the obstructions in the river at and near that 
point: Colonel I. C. Woodruff, Lieutenant-C.lonel H. 
. Wright, Lieutenant-Colonel John Newton, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel J. D. Kurtz, Major W. P. Craighill. The 
report of the board will be forwarded to the Chief of 
Engineers, who will instruct the. officers as to the time 
and place of meeting, and give such other directions as 
may be necessary for a proper performance of the duty 
required by this order. 

ln accordance with section 3 of the act of Congress 
age ge March 8, 1873, published in General Orders 

o. 36, of 1873, from this office, the fallowing officers of 
the Corps of Engineers are detailed to make the in- 

uiries and reports required by said section and act. 
The reports will be made to the Chief of Engineers, who 
will give the officers named such special instructions as 
may be necessary to enable them to properly perform 
their duties under this order: Major &. dl Wesson, 
Major 0. B. Comstock, Major Godfrey Weitzel, Major 
W.E. Merrill. - 

Discharged.—Corporal Edward Wheat, Company OC, 
Fourteenth Infantry ; Private Nicholas Haley, Battery 
H, Second Artillery, now at Sitka, Alaska ferritory ; 
Second Class Private John McKnarny, Company A, 
Battalion of Engineers, U.S. Army; Private Willie R. 
Whitney, Company H, Third Cavalry. 

Discharge Revoked.—Private Patrick Rilley, Eleventh 
Infantry. 

Transferred.-—Artificer Michael Morris, Company A, 
First Infantry, to Battery F, Second Artillery. 

Leave of absence for six months is granted First Lieu- 
tenant P. H. Breslin, Fourth Infantry, on surgeon’s cer- 
tificate of disability. 

Leave of absence for three months is granted Captain 
Oharles A. Alligood, military storekeeper Quartermas- 
ter’s Department. 





Casualties among the Commissioned O. sof the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office du- 
ring the week ending Saturday, March 15, 1873. 

Captain James W. Walsh, Tenth Cavalry—Died at 

Camp Supply, Indian Territory, March 3, 1873, 

First 9 a Came Edward B. Northup, Seventeenth 

Infantry—Died at Sioux City, Iowa, March 4, 1873. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
The following is a list of the changes of stations of troops reported 
at the War Department since last report : 
Headquarters Fifth Cavalry, from Camp McDowell, A. T., te 
Tuscan, A. ‘I’. 
Company E, First Cavalry, from Fort Lapwai, I. T., to Camp 
Harney, Oregon. 





—_— a 





General Nature, No. 110—An act to authorize and direct 
the Secretary of War to distribute arms and military 

’ equipments under the act of April 28, 1808, and the 

acts amendatory thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of (the United Slates of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the'Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to distribute to such States as 
did not, from the year 1862 to the year 1869, receive the 
same, their proper quota of arms and military equip- 
ments for each year, from 1862 to 1869, under the act of 
Congress approved April 23, 1808, and the several acts 
amendatory thereof: Provided, That in the organization 
and equipment of military companies and organizations 
with said arms, no discriminatioa shall be made between 
said companies and organizations on account of race, 
color, or former condition of servitude. 

Approved March 3, 1873. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
taeutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdq’rt'rs Chicago, lil. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St. Paul, Min. 


The Department Commander March 16 went from 
Springfield, Mass., to St. Paul, Minn., on public business. 
First Lieutenant E. B. Gibbs, Sixth Infantry, aide-de- 
camp, accompanied him. 

Twenty-second Infantry.—A General Court-martial is 
appointed to meet at Fort Randall, D. T., Murch 28, 
with the following detail irom this regiment: Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel E. S. Otis, Oaptains C. A. Webb, John Hart- 
ley, De W.C. Poole, C. W. Miner; First Lieutenants 
W. J. Reedy, M. E. Hogan, N. D. Badger; Second 
Lieutenants W. J. Campbell, G. Von Blucher. Second 
Lieutenant O. M. Smith, judge-advocate. 

In returning to his post in compliance with 8. O. No. 
5, c. s., headquarters Lower Brulé Agency, D. T., First 
Lieutenant T. H. Fisher March 20 was authorized to 
delay en route, at Yankton, D. T., the length of time 
which may be requisite to enable him to obey 4 summons 
as & witness in the suit of the United States versus James 
Somers, to come on for trial before the District Court of 
the 2d Judicial District of Dakota Territory on the 8th 
proximo. 

Fort Wadsworth.—A. A. Surgeon W. E. Turner, U. 8. 
Army, was relieved March 12 from temporary duty at 
Fort Snelling, Minn., and ordered to report to the com- 
manding officer of Fort Wadsworth, D. T., for duty at 

Coonan, U. 8. 





that post, relieving A. A. Surgeon J. N. 
Army, whose contract will be annulled. 
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Fort Abraham Lincoln.—A General Court-martial is 
appointed to meet at this Fort April 3, Detail for the 
court: Lieutenant-Colonel W. P. Carlin, Sixth Infantry ; 
Captains J. W. Powell, Jr., Sixth Infantry ; C. E. Clarke, 
Seventeenth Infantry; First Lieutenant John Carland, 
Sixth Infantry; Second Lientenant T. M. Willoy, Sixth 
infantry. Second Lieutenant J. M. Burns, Seventeenth 
Infantry, judge-ad vocate. 

Sixth Infantry.—A General Court-martial is appointed 
to meet at Fort Buford, D. T., April 10, with the follow- 
ing detail from this regiment: Lieutenant-Colonel 
Daniel Huston, Jr.; Captains Montgomery Bryant, E. 
R. Ames; First Lieutenants D. H. Murdock, William 
Badger, R. H. Day, W. H. H. Crowell, F. W. Thibaut ; 
Second Lieutenants Nelson ronson, R. T. Jacob, Jr., T. 
G. Townsend, G. B. Walker. Second Lieutenant 8S. W. 
Groesbeck, judge-advocate. 


Seventeenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant H. S. Howe, 
relieved from recruiting service, March 14 was ordered 
to proceed and report to the commanding officer of Fort 
Snelling, Minn., for temporary duty, until the opening 
of navigation on the Missouri river, when he will pro- 
ceed to his proper stution, Fort Rice, D. T. 


Twentieth Infantry.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Snelling, Minn., March 18, with 
the following detail from this regiment: Colonel George 
Sykes, Surgeon Anthony Heger, U. 8. Army; Captain 
Hamilton Lieber, M. 8., U. 8S. Army; Captain H. G. 
Thomas ; First Lieutenants J. S. Stafford, T. W. Lord; 
Second Lieutenant W. H. Low, Jr. First Lieutenant S. 
E. Carncross, judge-advocute. 

From Fort Totten, D. T., a correspondent writes 
March 4, 1873 : “In my last communication I made men- 
tion of the severity of the weather and irregularities of 
the mail. There is a change in the thermometer and it 
is to be hoped the worst of the,winter is past. But there 
is one thing needs the attention of the controlling powers, 
and that is the transmission (or rather non-transmission) 
ofthe United States mail for this post and vicinity. 
Since December, 1872, there have been but four mails re- 
ceived at this place, and there has been an effort on the 
part of the military authorities here to spur up the mail 
contractors to a more strict performance of their duty; 
but without effecting the slightest visible change, As 
it now stands, the mail is a mere matter of conjecture— 
we may get mail and we may not. Only think ! to-day 
I read your paper of the 25th of January, our latest. In 
spite of the weather, uncertainty of the mails, etc., we 
are trying to make the best of our isolated situation, A 
soldier’s life at this post would be dull indeed, without 
something to break the monotonous routine of garrison 
duty. For this purpose we have organized a dramatic 
troupe, which has given one performance, and before this 
reaches you will have given another. On the 22d of 
February (Washington’s Birth-day) a grand Military 
ball was given by Company E, Twentieth Infantry. The 
dancing hall was appropriately decorated for the occasion. 
At one end of the hall hung a large portrait of Wash- 
ington; st the other end, one of Horace Greeley, On the 
sides were Grant and Lincoln; also evergreens and the 
word “ Welcome” in large letters, (formed of artificial 
flowers) besides flags, muskets, swords, etc. The recep- 
tion room was decorated with four large looking-glasses 
and quite a number of chromos and engravings of vari- 
ous kinds. The dining hall was not behind time. After 
dancing until 12 o’clock, we then enjoyed a splendid sup- 
per. Aimost the entire garrison officers and their ladies 
were present at the ball, and to judge from appearances 
every one was highly pleased. 

DEPARTMENT OF TIE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 
Thi d Infantry—The following named officers of the 

Third Infantry March 20 were detailed as members of 
the General Court-martial convened at Fort Lyon, C. T., 
by par. 2,5, O. No. 21, c. s., from department headquar- 
ters: First Lieutenant G. W. H. Stouch; Second Lieu- 
tenant J. W. Hannay. 

Fort Stanton, VN. M—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort Stanton, N. M., on Monday, 
the 3lst day of March, 1873. Detail for the court: Cap- 
tains Chambers McKibbin, Fifteenth U. 8S. Infantry ; 
J. F. Randlett, E. G. Fechet, Eighth U. 8. Cavalry; 
Second Lieutenant C. E. Slade, Fifteenth U. S. Infantry; 
Second Lieutenant J. W. Wilkinson, Eighth U. 8S. Cav- 
alry. First Lieutenant A. G. Hennisee, Eighth U. 8. 
Cavalry, judge-advocate. 

Fort Hays, Kansas.—Chaplain Collins, in addition to 
regular divine service Sunday morning, is delivering at 
this post a course of Sunday evening lectures, which are 
favorably received by large audiences. 

Sizth Cavalry.—The extension of leave of absence 

ranted First Lieutenant W. M. Wallace, by par. 3, 8. 

. No. 24, c. s., from department headquarters, March 17 
was still further extended seven days. 

Leave of absonce for ‘thirty days, with permission to 
apply at headquarters M. D. M. for an extension of 
thirty days, was granted Captain C. A. Keynolds, A. Q,, 
U.S. Army, March 17. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 

Brigadier-General E. 0.C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska, 

# A. Surgeon D. F. Powell, U. 8. Army, March 18 
was directed to report in person to -the commanding 
officer of Fort McPherson, Neb., for duty with detach- 





ments from that post, to relieve A.A. Surgeon L. S. 
Tesson, U.S. Army. Upon being relieved, A. A. Sur- 
= L. 8. Tesson was directed to report, in person, for | 

uty to the commanding officer of Camp Brown, W. T., | 
to relieve A. A. Surgeon R. B. Grimes, U. S. Army, who 
upon being relieved was directed to report in person to 
the Medical Director of the Department, for annulment 
of contract. 

Third Cavalry.—Major Charles M. Terrell, Pay De- 
partment, March 18 was directed to pay Companies F 
and K, Third Cavalry, at Fort McPherson. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 


Cavalry, was March 11 granted leave of absence for 
thirty days, on surgeon’s certificate of disability. 


Tenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant W. T. Duggan, 
was ordered March 7 to transfer to First Lieutenant J. 
B. Hanson thirty-three recruits for the Tenth Infantry. 
They will be conducted to Fort Clark, Texas, for distri- 
bution as follows: Nineteen to Company G, nine to 
Company H, five to Company K. He was also directed 
to transfer nine recruits to Company C, San Antonio, 
Texas. Lieutenant Duggan will proceed with the bal- 
ance of the recruits for hif regiment and the Ninth Cav- 
alry, to Fort McKavett, Texas, reporting them, on ar- 
rival, to the commanding officer of the post, for distribu- 
tion as follows: Six to Company. A, seven to Company 
B, fifteen to Company E, eight to Company F, nine to 
Company I, Tenth Intantry; four to Company M, four- 
teen to Company F, Ninth Cavalry. Second Lieutenant 
C. E. Bottstord, Tenth Infantry, will accompany the de- 
tachment to Fort McKavett, Texas. A. A. Surgeon D. 
S. Snively will proceed to Fort McKavett, Texas, with 
the detachment, and, upon completion of this duty, 
will proceed to his proper station, in the Department of 
the Gulf, via San Antonio, Austin, and Galveston. 


Ninth Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant H. H. Wright 
was March 7 ordered to report to Lieutenant Hanson, for 
duty, with four unassigned recruits of his fregiment, 
turning them over to the commanding officer Fort Clark, 
Texas, to be distributed to such companies as the regi- 
mental commander may direct. Upon completion of this 
duty, Lieutenant Wright will procesd to Fort Duncan, 
Texas, and report to the comman ling officer of that post 
for temporary duty, reporting by letter to his regi- 
mental commander, for assignment to a company. 

Eleventh Infaniry.—John H. Benham, Jr., late of the 
Eleventh Infantry, is announsed as Inspector for the 
Pullman’s Palace Car Company. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 


Seventh Cavalry.—Company L was ordered tojembark 
at Jackson Barracks, La., March 17, on steamer for St. 
Louis, en route for its destination in Dakota, Company 
M at the same time was ordered to march from Ox- 
ford to Memphis, in order to reach that point by 
the 20th inst., where it will embark on the same steamer 
for the same destination. 


Payment of Troops.—Major George L. Febiger, chief 
paymaster of the Department, was ordered to Baton 
Rouge, La., for the purpose of paying the troops sta- 
tioned there to February 28. Major William H. John- 
son, paymaster U. S. Army, was also ordered to Aber- 
deen, Mississippi, and Fort Barraacas, Florida, for the 
purpose of paying the troops at those stations. 


Nineteenth Infantry—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Jackson Barracks, La., March 19. 
The following officers of the Nineteenth Infantry were 
detailed for the court: Captains Jacob H. Smith, Luke 
O’Reilly ; First Lieutenants Geo. F. Towle, Charles T. 
Witherill, H. H. Crews; Second Lieutenant Thomas M. 
Wenie. Second Lieutenant W. M. Bandy, judge-advo- 
cate of the court. 

General Emory, in reviewing the proceedings of a re- 
cent General Court-martial in the case of Sergeant 
John McNamara, Company A, Nineteenth Infantry, re- 
marks as follows: “ The accusei on being asked whether 
he objected to any member of the court, replied that he 
did, and, naming one of them, challenged him on the 
ground that it was he who preferred the charges, and 
that he (the accused) believed the officer prejudiced 
against him. The chailenged member immediately fol- 
lowed by requesting to be excused from attendance in 
the case, and both the objection and request were over- 
ruled by the court. It would appear that the challenged 
member in this case had,in the proper exercise of his 
duty as a company commander, and with the just pur- 
pose of bringing to light what he believed to be the 
brutal conduct of a sergeant of the guard towards a 
member of his troop, made a thorough investigation in 
the case and then preferred the charges. He was ‘ prima 
facie an accuser,’ and as such, when challenged by the 
prisoner and himself requesting, should have been ex- 
cused from sitting on the trial.” 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8S. Hancock: Hdqrtrs, New York. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Maj.-Gen. W. S. Hancock: Headq’rs. cor. Greene and Houston sts..N.Y 


Leave of absence for twenty days was granted First 
Lieutenant E. C. Knower, March 25. 


Major Thomas F. Barr, the present judge-advocate at 
department headquarters will be relieved on the 1st of 
May, by Major G. N. Lieber of the Judge-Advocate’s 
Department. Major Barr goes to General McDowell’s 
headquarters at Louisville, Ky. 

The following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending March 25, 
1873: Captain L. L. Livingston, Third Artillery; First 
Lieutenants S. A. Day, Filth Artillery; James M. Bell, 
Seventh Cavalry ; Captains J. R. Edie, Ordnance Depart- 
ment ; James Henton, Twenty-third U.S. Infantry; Alex. 
Moore, Third Cavalry; First Lieutenant Duncan Sher- 
man, First Cavalry ; Captains J. H. Butler, W. P. Hux- 
ford, U. 8. Army; Surgeon J. H. Bill, U. 8. army; 
Captain E. B. Carling, A. Q. U. 8. Army. 

Confinement in Penitentiary for Military Offense.— 
Major-General McDowell, in reviewing the proceedings of 
a General Court-martial in the case of an enlisted 
man of the Seventh Cavalry tried for desertion, says : 
“The confinement in a penitentiary for a purely mili- 
tery offense—if not contrary to law—is certainly con- 
trary to propriety, and is pointedly disapproved ; only 


Fourth Cavalry.—Lieutenant John M. Walton, Fourth | confinement in a military prison for one year, from Jan- 








uary 27, 1878, with forfeiture of ten doom pee month 
of his pay, is approved. On the recommendation of the 
court—because of his excellent character, and his record 
of former services—the sentence is remitted; he will be 
released from confinement and returned to duty.” 


Third Artillery.—A General Oourt-msrtial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., March 26. 
The following officers of the Third Arti were de- 
tailed for the court: Captains A. C. Wildrick, William 
Sinclair; First Lieutenants C. W. Harrold, J. B. Eaton, 
H. ©. Danes; Second Lieutenants J. M. Oaliff, C. W. 
Hobbs. First Lieutenant C. M. Callahan, judge-advo- 


cate. 

Fifth Artillery—A General Court-martial was @ 
pointed to meet at Fort Independence, Mass., March 28. 
The following officers of the Fifth Artillery were de- 
tailed for the court: Captain G, A. Keneel ; Kirst Lieu- 
tenants J. R. Brinckle, W. E. Van Reed, G. W. Crabb, 
John McClellan; Second Lieutenant G. N. Whistler. 
Second Lieutenant G. E. Sage, judge-advocate. 


Fort Columbus.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., March 21. 
Detail for the court: Captain Thomas Britton, Sixth 
Infantry; First Lieutenants Stephen Baker, Sixth In- 
fantry ; R. W. Bard, Second Infantry ; Second Lieuten- 
ants B. H. Randolph, Third Artillery; E. B. Pratt, 
Twenty-third Infantry; R. T. Lyons, Saventeenth In- 
fantry. First Lieutenant G. F. Barstow, Third Artil- 
lery, judge-advocate. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P, St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detrow, Mich. 


First Infantry.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Wayne, Mich., at 10 o’clock a. 
M., March 18. The following officers of the First In- 
fantry were detailed for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pinkney Lugenbeel; Captains R. H. Offey, I. D. De- 
Russy, Kinzie Bates, G. 3. Gallupe; First Lieutenants 
D. F. Oallinan, R. G. Heiner. First Lieutenant Henry 
R. Jones, judge-advosate of the court. 

First’ Lieutenant George Duff (recently promoted) 
March 19 was directed to remain on duty with Company 
H, at Fort Gratiot, Mich., until the opening of naviga- 
tion on the lakes makes it practicable for him to join the 
Company (K) at Fort Brady, Mich., to which his pro- 
motion carries him. 

Fort Gratiot, Mich—A correspondent, writing from 
this post, says: “On the 18th and 14th of present inst., 
Fort Gratiot, Mich., was the scene of unusual gayety 
(for a one-company post) upon the occasion of a short 
visit from First Lieutevant Gilbert E. Overton, Sixth 
U. 8. Cavalry, who, with his highly accomplished and 
interesting bride, came to renew old ussociations with 
several of the officers stationed at that Fort, with whom 
he had served in Texas several years ago. They talked 
over old times, and compared notes of their varied ex- 
periences since their last meeting. These occasional 
meetings of old friends in distant and unexpected parts 
od the country, are one of the great charms of Army 
ife.” 

Fort Ontario.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Ontario, N. Y., March 25. 
tail for the court: Lieutenant-Celonel R. B. A 
Third Artillery ; Assistant Surgeon 8S, A. Storrow, U. 5. 
Army; First Lieutenants A. G. Verplanck, H. B. Os- 
good, Third Artillery ; Second Lieutenant OC. W, Whip- 
ple, Third Artillery. First Lieutenant Constantine 
Chase, Third Artillery, judge-advocate. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H’dqrs San Francisco, Cal 


Major Samuel: Woods, Pay Department, March 8 was 
announced as chief paymaster, Military Division of the 
Pacific. 

Captain William P. Martin, military storekeeper, U. 
8. Army, March 10 was assigned to duty at Yerba Buena 
Island, in charge of the clothing depot, relieving Captain 
Addison Barrett, who, on being relieved, was directed to 
comply with 8. O. No. 329, 1872, W. D. 


Fifth Oavalry.—Leave of absence for sixty days 
March 10 was granted Captain Julius W. Mason, with 
permission to go beyond the limits of this division. 


Fourth Artillery.—A funeral of Lieutenant-Coloncl 
Cary H. Fry, deputy paymaster-general, U. 8. Army, 
March 7, at San Frincisco. Major Charles H. Morgan, 
Fourth Artillery, was detailed to command the escort, 
which consisted of the band, Light Battery B, and Bat- 
tery G, Fourth Artillery. Major Brantz Mayer, Pay 
i A ge had charge of the arrangements for the 
funer 


Twenty-first Infantry—OCaptain Richard F. O’Beirne 
March 4 was assigned to duty as recruiting officer at 
Sacramento, relieving Captain Patrick Collins, who was 
ordered to join his company. 

welfth Infantry.—Leave of absence for sixty days 
March 6 was granted Captain Edward F. Thompson, 
with permission to go beyond the limits of this division, 
and to apply to the Adjutant-General for an extension 
of three months. Leave of absence for sixty days at the 
same time was granted Second Lieutenant John J. 
Clugue, with permission to go beyond the limits of this 
division, and to apply to the Adjutant-General for an 
extension of three mon 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


General Canby, in reviewing the proceedings of a Gen- 
eral Court-martiul in the instance of an enlisted man of 
Light Battery B, Fourth Artillery, found guilty of dis- 
obedience of orders, etc., says: “ Positive or wilful dis- 
obedience of orders should be charged under the 9th and 
not under the 99th Article of War. The gist of the 
charge in this case is wilful disobedience of an order 
given by his battery commander; but the evidence of 
record fails to show any knowledge of this order by the 
prisoner, and consequently any criminal intent on his 

The court properly acquits him of the wilful dis- 
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the first charge, and no attaches 
proven under the specification to the charge.’ 
nt of Troops.—The following-named officers 
March 5 were directed to pay the troops, at the posts and 
stations orem a —s- to the hs | of T 
ruary: a) ° p aster, U.S. Army, a 
Camps Halleck and McDeomit, Nevads, and Fort Hall, 
Idaho ; Major Brantz Mayer, paymaster, U.S. Army, at 
posts in the harbor of San Francisco, Benicia Barracks 
. and Arsenal, California ; Major C. W. Wingard, pay- 
master, U.S. Army, at Camps Gaston, Wright, and In- 
dependenee, California. After the performance of these 
duties, they will return to their stations in San Fran- 


to the facts 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brtgadier-General E. R. S. Canby ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 


Twenty-first Infantry.—We publish under our obitu- 
ary heading resolutions with reference to John Benson 
and Rebert Long, Ney wid F, Twenty-first Infantry, 
killed in action by the Modoc Indians at the Lava Beds, 
on Tule Lake, Oregon., January 17, 1873. 

Modoc War.—Instructions were given to the Depot 
Quartermaster on March 1 to send funds for the pay- 
ment of troops in the Modoc country by express to 
Yreka. A. A. Surgeon F. 8. Stirling, U. 8. Army, was 
directed to report to the commanding officer, Benicia 
Barracks, on the 12th instant, for duty with recruits for 
the First Cavalry, under orders to the Modoc country. 
On joining Colonel Gillem’s command, he will report to 
that officer in person for assigument to duty. 

The sub-depot established at Jacksonville, Oregon, 
has been discontinued; and re-established at Yreka, 
California, as a sub-depot of Colonel Gillem’s command, 
under charge of First Lieutenant Ebenezer W. Stone, 
Twenty-first Infantry. 
oh ollowing despatch was received at Washington, 


VAN BREMER’s RAncu, CAL., March 16. 
To General W. T. Sherman, Washingion, 

The gic sent into the Modoc camp returned yester- 
day. e excuse made by the Indians for not keeping 
their appointment is that at the last moment their hearts 
failed them, and they could not bring themselves to the 


point of abandoning their old homes and going to a dis- | P® 


tant country. They are evidently not now in a disposi- 
tion favorable to any arrangement, though they profess 
willi to have another talk. It will be some time 
before the Commission can be assembled, and in the mean 
time the cop 7 will be put in positions that cover as far 
as possible all points of egress from the lava beds. I 
think that a system of gradual compression with an ex- 
hibition of the force that can be used against them if 
the Commission should again fail, will satisfy them of 
the ho of any further resistance, and give the 

party sufficient strength to control the whole band. 
Time is becoming of the greatest importance, as the 
melting of the snow will soon enable them to live in the 
mountains. This will greatly increase the difficulties we 
have to contend with, as they will then break up into 


small ies and can more readily make their escape 
from their present location. 
- EDWARD R. 8. CANBy, 
Brigadier-General Commanding. 
By courier from Yreka. 


The following is the official report of Major Mason, 


commanding the Infantry forces in the late Modoc en- 
gagement : 
HEADQUARTERS BATTALION 21st INFANTRY, 
Van BREMER’s RANCH#, CAL., 
January 21, 1873. 

1» Major and Brevet Col. John Green, Commanding the Forces. 
Mason: I have the honor to submit my report of the 
movements of the battalion under my command during 
the ent with the oc Indians on the 17th 
inst. The battalion consisted of Company C, commanded 
by Captain Geo. H. Burton, and Company B, commanded 
by Lieutenant John M. Ross. Lieutenants E. B. Rhum 
and H. DeWitt Moore were the other officers with the 
command. Lieutenant W. H. Boyle was assigned to 
the defense of the depot at Van Brimmer’s Ranch, The 
battalion led the advance into the Lava Beds. Captain 
George H. Burton’s Company 0, with Lieutenant H. 
DeWitt Moore in command of a detachment of Company 
B, were immediately deployed as skirmishers. Lieuten- 
ant Ross held the remainder of Company B in reserve 
and in support of the artillery during the engagement. 
After advancing about one and a half miles, overa 
broken and rocky country, the other troops having in 
the mean time been deployed on the right of the 
battalion skirmishing began. The battalion ad- 
vanced rapidly, occasionally charging in double 
time and driving the Indian skirmishers from their 
position in the rocks. The difficulties of the advance 
mow rapidly increased, the country becoming more 
broken, and the volcanic rock being piled so as to afford 
complete shelter and protection to the Indians, who 
could thus hold their place until our line was within a 
few feet of them, and then deliver their fire with deadly 
effect. The difficulties were still further increased by a 
dense fog, which prevented us from seeing the country 
over which we were moving. About 2 P.M.I was or- 
dered to move the battalion by the left flank, and, if 
ble, to form a connection with Captain R. F. Ber- 
nard’scommand. This difficult operation was at last ac- 
complished; not, however, without considerable resist- 
ance on the part of the enemy, and consequent loss to us 
of killed and wounded. This movement was conducted 
along the shore of the lake, overhung by a high, rocky 
ridge, which was in ion of the enemy. It was 
1o drive the enemy from this ridge, and at the 
game time continue the movement by the left flank, a 
dense fog at the same time preventing us fram seeing the 
line over which the movement was conducted. At one 
Rata 


At this point the enemy had concentrated a force, 


aud the fire was so heavy and deadly that Captain Bur- Gould, 





ton and a portion of his company were to extri- 


a ravine came down from Captain Jack’s strong- | ~ 


cate themselves until after dark from a position which 
they had taken by a gallant charge and which they held 
to + a movement of the comm é 
n arriving at the right of Captain Bernard’s line I 
found that the movement had not been followed by the 
remainder of the — Consequently, although we 
were in connection with Captain Bernard, we had lost 
connection with the troops with whom we had been 
operating during the day, and the same gap existed be- 
tween the troops operating on the west, and Captain 
Bernard as existed before we commenced the movement. 
The command was now in the position of a reinforce- 
ment to Captain Bernard’s line. The command having 
been in wotin since 4 A. M, and in engagement 
since 8 A. M., being without overcoata, blankets 
or rations, were suffering greatly from exhaus- 
tion, hunger and cold. At 10:30 p. m. I was ordered to 
retire with the command to Land's Ranch, fifteen miles 
in the rear. Being obliged to carry part of our own 
wounded, and that of Captain Bernard’s command in 
blankets and on stretchers, it was 12 M.on the 18th be- 
fore I reached that place. On the 19th and 20th the 
command marched by the way cf Lost river to this 
camp. The following is a list of the killed and wounded : 
Company C—killed, private John Bruner; wounded, 
privates Isaac Miller, Simeon Olsen, Louis Borer, Wm. 
Sullivan, Chas. G. Ackerman, James Murphy. Detach- 
ment of Company F attached to Company C—killed, 
privates John Benson, and Robert Long; wounded, 
privates Samuel T. Jones ; Company B—killed, privates 
Carl Gluman and James Monroe; wounded, Sergeant 
Josiah S. Brown, private Ole Anderson. 

As there were but fifty-five muskets in the engage- 
ment, the above list shows a loss of almost one-fifth in 
the command. Before closing this brief report, I desire 
to express my appreciation of the gallantry and soldierly 
conduct of all the officers and enlisted men of the battal- 
ion, First Sergeant W. C. Roundy, Company C, and 
Sergeant Josiah 8S. Brown, Company B, are especially 
worthy of mention. Sergeant Roundy’s gallantry was 
noticeable throughout the day. Sergeant Brown, after 
being wounded, remained with his company until in- 
capable of further exertion. Captain George H. Burton 
and Lieutenant E. B. Rhum, Company OC, and Lieuten- 
ant H. DeWitt Moore, commanding detachment Com- 
ny B, behaved in the most gallant manner, leading 
their men to the attack and imparting to them that con- 
fidence that can only be inspired by the display of the 
highest soldierly qualities. Lieutenant John M. Ross, 
being in command of the reserve, was detailed to cover 
the movement of the forces on the west side, on its re- 
tirement to the bluff. This duty he discharged in a very 
satisfactory manner, as I learned from the commanding 
officer. I will leave it for others to find language to con- 
vey an adequate idea of the almost impassable condition 
of the country over which these operations were con- 
ducted, and which makes the Modoc position a second 


Gibraltar. E. C. Mason, 
Major 21st Infantry, Com’dg Batt. 21st Infantry. 
Official : 


W. H. Boy1e, ist Lieut. 21st Infantry, Act’g Adj’t. 


First Cavalry.—Captain George B. Sanford, com- 
manding Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territory, March 5 was 
directed to march immediately with his Troop (E) to 
Camp Harney, Oregon. 

Payment of Troops.—Major and Paymaster David 
Taggart, chief paymaster, has been ordered to pay the 
troops, to include the muster of February 28, 1873, at 
Vancouver Arsenal and Forts Vancouver, Stevens, and 
Cape Disappointment, in the order named. 

A. A. Surgeon Fred. W. Sparling February 24 was 
assigned to duty at Fort Cape Disappointment, relieving 
A. A. Surgeon Henry 8. Haskin, who was directed to 
report in person to the Medical Director for annulment 
of cor tract. . 

Captain V. M. C. Silva, Twenty-first Infantry, March 
12 was ordered to Fort Vancouver, to join his company 
in the field in Southern Oregon. 


DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA, 


Ineutenant-Colonel George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. T. 

Captain M. P. Small, commissary of subsistence, an- 
nounced as chief commissary of subsistence of the De- 
partment, relieving Major A. W. Evans, Third Cavalry. 
“In parting with Major Evans, the Department com- 
mander desires to express his appreciation of the zeal, 
fidelity, and ability with which he has fulfilled the duties 
of his responsible office, rendered more difficult from the 
fact that during his administration an Indian war has 
existed, necessitating rapid and unexpected changes of 
troops, which, to provide for, required unremitting labor 
and care on the part of the chief commissary.” 

Advices from Arizona received at San Francisco, March 
16, 1873, state that General Crook is at Camp McDowell 
with his entire command of twelve companies. His 
policy towards the hostile Indians gives great satisfac- 
tion in Arizona. The horse disease is spreading so 
rapidly in Arizona that it will seriously affect military 
movements. General Crook has established a rule that 
every Apache Indian at a military post must answer the 
roll call every day. Cochise, with 1,000 of his band, is 
reported at Sulphur Springs. 








LETTERS 1N THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE, 
Tue following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the date given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 
Marcu 21. 
Armstrong, C., General. | McKibbin, J. H., General. 
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Poi Maron 2 
THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jounnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especiaMy such as relate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 
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VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE Colorado was put out of commission at New 
York on the 25th of March. 

CurEF EngineerjJ. W. King, on being relieved from 
the Bureau of Steam Engineering, is to have the general 
inspection of the engines and machinery of the Navy- 
yards of the Unite States. 

Tue Boston Zraveller says: The Juniata, which has 
been in commission and lying at the navy-yard for six 
weeks, hauled into the stream off the yard on March 20. 
=~ frigate will not probably sail for at least two 
weeks, 


THE Secretary of the Navy has addressed a letter to 
Chief Engineer King, of the United States Navy, thank- 
ing him for his very able, efficient, and faithful admin- 
istration of the Bureau of Steam Engineering during 
the four years just past, and assuring him of his per- 
sonal esteem and friendship. 

A PRIVATE letter from Santiago de Cuba says that the 
U.S. steamer Wyoming arrived there on the 9th in- 
stant. The officers were handsomely entertained by the 
officers of the Spanish navy, and a ball was given in 
their honor. The next night a ball was given on board 
the Wyoming to the Spanish officers and prominent gov- 
ernment officials. 


THE storeship Guard, Commander W. A. Kirkland, 
sailed from the Brooklyn Navy-yard on Saturday, March 
22, for Trieste, Austria. The delay occurring in the 
time of the sailing of the two storeships Supply and 
Guard has been attributed to different sources; but at 
last the tedious delay of the Guard has ended, much to 
the satisfaction of her officers, who at one time doubted 
whether they would go to Vienna, on account of the 
backwardness displayed by American manufacturers in 
forwarding their goods for shipment. As it is, we be- 
lieve the Guard has sailed without a full load by many 
tons, and what the American representation will amount 
to at the Vienna Exposition, remains to be seen, not- 
withstanding the numerous laudatory calculations of 
the daily papers. 

By the English steamer Memnon, which has arrived 
at New York, official despatches have been received from 
Rear-Admiral Taylor, commanding the South Atlantic 
station, dated Buenos Ayres, January 24. The Zan- 
caster and Wasp were then at that port. January 
18, Rear-Admiral Taylor transferred his flag to the 
Wasp, at Montevideo, and accompanied by his personal 
staff, proceeded to Buenos Ayres. The Lancaster left 
Montevideo January 18 on a three weeks’ cruise for prac- 
tice and for the health of the ship’s company. Rear-Ad- 
miral Taylor expects, on the arrival of the mail from the 
United ;States, due in afew days, to proceed in the 
Wasp to Rosario. Later dates, February 15, report the 
Wasp -in the Parana river. The Ticonderoga sailed 
January 28 from Rio de Janeiro fur Santos, and des- 
patches have been received from her dated at sea Jan- 
uary 31. 

“LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER NATHANIEL GREEN, U. 8. 
N., died at Reading,;Penn., on Saturday, March 22, 1873, 
aged 37 years. He was born in Pennsylvania and ap- 

ointed from that State in the Navy, on May 28, 1852. 

as attached to the steam frigate Wabash, home 
squadron, 1856-8, and the sloop St. Lows, 1861. Com- 
missioned as lieutenant February 27, 1861; was on the 
steam gunboat Katchdin, Western Gulf squadron, 1861-3; 
reinforcement of Fort Pickens, April, 1861; bombuard- 
ment and passage of forts below New Orleans and Chal- 
mette batteries; operations against Vicksburg from 
April to September, 1862; battle of Baton Rouge, and 
destruction of the rebelram Arkansas ; participated in 
numerous skirmishes along the Mississippi river while 
on the Katahdin and Genessee; siege and surrender of 
Port Hudson; capture of the city of Mobile; commis- 
sioned as lieutenant-commander January 2, 1863; was 
on duty at the Naval Academy, 1865-6 ; receiving ship 
Vermont, 1867-8; steam sloop Contoocook, flagship 





Bell, M., Captain. _ Pinkham, J. B., Captain. 
Burasley, D., Captain. Rea, Captain. 
Cowgill, J. T., Colonel. Tarr, F. C., Colonel. 
Cushing, J., Captain. Webster, H., Captain. 
Dickinson, J. R., Captain. Williams, Major. 
Mancu 25. 
Parr, H. A., Captain. Jordan, J. P., Captain 
F. M., Captain. emis ptain. 
. F., Captain, 


North Atlantic squadron, 1868-9; placed on sick 


:leave in 1870; commanded the steamer Resaca, Pacific 


fleet,§1871-2. By lineal promotion he stood number 80 

on the list of commanders in the July Register, 1872, 

but was subsequently found physically disqualified to 

obtain his commission, and was placed on the retired 

list January 21, 1873, as lieutenant-commander, His 

— took place on Tuesday, March 25, at Reading, 
ae 


THE late session of Congress appropriated’$250,000 for 
the removal of the Philadelphia Nuvy-yard to League 
Island, and fitting up the latter for all the purposes of a 
first class naval station, and the work at the island will 
be commenced forthwith by the Department. Some of 
the work of preparing the ground had been done under 
the small previous appropriation, but the whole wall now 
be finished this season, so that the station will, before 
the lapse of dnother year, disappear from Southwark. 
The ground of the old yard has become valuable for 
commercial —- and will, it is supposed, be pur- 
chased by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company and 
added to their great freight terminus at and near Wash- 
ington avenue whirf. Bat as the yard employs large num- 
bers of workmen whousually reside near it, the transfer of 
the business to League Island will involve the necessity 
for the erection of a large number of houses in the First 
and Twenty-sixth wardsnear the island. The Girard 
farms, which are in that vicinity, will thus come into 
use for building purposes. But the use of the Island 
will compel the running of a ferry-boat thither from the 
central part of the Delaware front until a passenger rail 
way can be built. Respecting the latter taere is no 
present prospect, as the farthest southward extensions 
of the car only reach Miffin street, overa mile 
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from League Island. The long-talked-of line of “ water 
omnibuses”—that is, small steamers plying along tho 
Delaware wharves, will thus have to be established, in or- 
der to render the Island Navy-yard accessible. It is 
presumed that one of the new United States steam 
corvettes tobe built at Philadelphia will be constructed 
at the old yard. 


TuHE iron-clads Osceola, Marietta, and Sandusky, ulso 
the steam-tug Migionnetic, are to be sold at public auc- 
tion at Mound City, Illinois, on the 17th of April. The 
only object in stationing officers at Mound City up to 
this time has been to look after the vessels which are 
now to be sold. When they are sold, it is supposed the 
naval station will be discontinued. This is perhaps the 
best course that could be pursued in regard to the sta- 
tion, and also the iron-clads at New Ozleans. The ves- 
sels, eight altogether, are not such as would be of any 
great use in a foreign var. They were constructed for 
service on the western rivers, and by this time must be 
pretty well rotted out—no repairs of consequence having 
been puton them. The station of naval property oppo- 
site New Orleans, composing about 22 or 23 acres, with 
a front of three or four hundred feet only, is not worth 
much to the Government for naval purposes. It is un- 
protected by a levee, which is necessary for the preser- 
vation of the land in that vicinity. It may have been 
of some service during the rebellion, but is hardly 
worth the expense of permanent improvements. 


THE N. Y. World of March 26 says: There were lively 
times on Cherry street yesterday, on the occasion of the 
paying off of the crew of the Colorado at the Seamen’s 
Exchange. The Government had made arrangements 
that the same should take place at the Exchange in or- 
der that Jack should have an opportunity to deposit the 
money when drawn in the bank connected with the in- 
stitution, instead of wasting his substance in riotous liv- 
ing, and also be provided with a good boarding-house, 
or means for reaching his home if he had one. Accord- 
ingly, yesterday morning the 500 men composing the 
crew were rowed over under charge of their officers in 
the ship’s barges from the Brooklyn Navy-yard and 
marched into the large room in the rear of the building, 
where their baggage was taken charge of and checks 
given for it. No communication was a!lowed to be held 
with them meanwhile by outside parties, and after be- 
ing provided with orders on the Sub-Treasury for the 
amounts due them, they filed one by one into the bank, 
where the orders were cashed. On receiving the money 
they were invited to deposit all they had no immediate 
use for in the bank, which a fair proportion of the num- 
ber did. Some, however, were surly and professed to 
believe that they would never see the money if they did 
so, and went off to their usual haunts, where they were 
probably robbed of nearly all some time before night- 
fall. The total amount paid was in the neighborhood 
of $170,000, each man averaging about $300. Besides 
this care for Jack’s purse, arrangements were also made 
with the various lines of railroads and shipping agencies 
for his safe transportation to his home, and 250 of the 
number were housed on the spot in the big “ Sailor’s 
Home,” opposite the Exchinge, which is under the su- 
perintendence of Jack’s guardian angel. 

A PRIVATE correspondent. says the Omaha arrived at 
Valparaiso February 6, after a long and rather rough 
passage from the United States. The ship is said to 
have behaved remarkably well. She is a good sailer, 
and as her engines get worn down she steams better. 
The Omaha left Fort Mifflin, Pa., October 9, and got im- 
mediately into a gale, which was at its height on the 
15th. The weather then moderated, and she had a 
series of head winds and calms all the way to Funchal. 
She remained at the island four days, and reached Rio 
de Janeiro after a, pleasant passage. At the latter port 
she was engaged ten days coaling, overhauling, etc. 
The run from Rio to Dungerness head, at the mouth of 
the Straits of Magellan, was a good one, although she 
was detained two days by a heavy southwest gale. She 
next anchored in Gregory Bay; remained there part of 
a day and night, during which the sportsmen of the ves- 
sel had some good shooting ashore. Three days were 
spent at Satidy Point, and after anchoring en route at 
Port Gallant and Tamar Bay, she emerged from the 
Straits into a series of northwest gales, which drove her 
as far as fifty-five degrees south. She worked herself 
out of this difficulty, and after getting to the north of 
Cape Pillar, had fine, fresh southwest breezes, which 
brought her to Valparaiso in good time. The Omaha 
will make twelve knots under topgallant sails, and will 
steam about cight knots in toleracly smooth water. On 
the passage a very gallant and noble act was performed 
by Lieutenant Seth M. Ackley. Before reaching the 
Straits the day after the gale, on the afternoon of the 
7th of January, the fore topsail tye parted, and the yard 
came down by the run. Four men were on the yard at 
the time, two of whom dropped on the fore yard, aud 
were saved, though slightly injured; a third caught on 
the tye, and the fourth, a carpenter, named John Owens, 
unfortunately inthe fall struck and carried away the 
rail abreast the li-inch pivot, and went overboard. 
There was a heavy sea running and a fresh breeze blow- 
ing at the time, and Ackley was drilling on the quarter 
deck. He saw the man was injured, and without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation, although it was doubtful whether a 
boat could be lowered, jumped after him. His gallant 
efforts were unavailing. The poor man is supposed to 
have died trom the injuries received, and went down be- 
fore Ackley could reach him. The latter when the 
whale boat came to pick him up, was unsolicitous as to 
his own fate, but urged that the boat haste in search of 
Owens. The act was a perilous and heroic one, and will 
no doubt, when officially reported to the Department, re- 
ceive the acknowledgment it so justly deserves. The 
Pensacola and St. Mary’s were at Valparaiso on the ar- 
rival of the Omaha. The St. Mary's would leave for 
home in about ten days, and the Pensucola and Omaha 
expected to go to Cocimbo. 

THe U.S. steamer Lackawanna was at Singapore, 
January 18, on the way back to the coast of China and 
Japan, from Caleutta. One of our cvurrespondents 
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furnishes us with the following interesting account of 
the shifting of the flag from the Colorado to the Lack- 
awanna at Singapore, November 30, 1872, and of the 
ceremony of transferring the barge Daring also with a 
record of the latter’s victories. The flag ship Colorado 
saluted the flag of Rear-Admiral Jenkins with 13 guns, 
the flag being lowered at the last gun, when the Ad- 
miral, accompanied by his staff, in the barge Daring, 
was pulled aboard of the Lackawanna, where he was re- 
ceived by the commanding officer of the vessel, Captain 
Paul Shirley, with a battalion under arms—the battalion 
presenting arms and the drums giving two ruffles as the 
Admiral came over the side. He was then escorted to 
the port{deck by the captain, who formally asked per- 
mission to hoist the Admiral’s flag at the mizzen, which 
was granted, and the flag was hoisted und a salute of 13 
guns fired—the stop being broken and the flag flying out 
tothe breeze at the first gun. A dress parade of the 
battalion, which was admirably wéil done, then occurred. 
The battalion was under the command of Lieutenant- 
Commander A. G. Kellogg, and all the men were dressed 
with white leggings, which gave them quite a soldierly 
appearance. ‘Lhe day following the transfer of the flag, 
the barge Daring was ordered to be transferred also. 
Accordingly, at 5 P. M., Flag-Lieutenant Emery,was seen 
taking a regular commodore’s sweep with the barge, 
under the stern of the Lackawanna, coming up to the 
starboard gangway. Hecame on board the Lackawanna 
followed by: 14 oarsmen, the coxswain having a game 
cock inone handand the racing pennant and tiller in 
the other, and each man bearing hisown oar. They 
formed a line, or ‘‘ toed a seam,” and the coxswain an 

nounced that they had come to turn over the victcrious 
barge to the Lackawanna. The barge’s crew of the 
Lackawanna then came forward, taking position oppo- 
site to the old crew, whose coxswain made a handsome 
speech in delivering up his barge, referring to her past 
brilliant history, and enjoining upon the new crew to 
keep her reputation untarnished. The new coxswain 
delivered a very appropriate reply, and at its conclusion 
received the game cock (which had been won from an 
English frigate), the racing pennant, and the tiller. 
Each of the wld oarsmen then passed over his oar to the 
new one opposite, and the ceremony was over. Tho fol- 
lowing is the record of the Daring’s victories : 

Beat the Delaware's barge at Singapore, India, August 
20, 1870; beat Her Brittanic Majesty’s ship Rinaldo’s 
racing cutter and several shell boats at Hong Kong, 
February 22, 1871; beat outrigger (4 oars) Raven, Hong 
Kong Club, February, 1872; beat Alaska’s racing cutter 
Minnie, at Chefu, China, September 27, 1872, 5 mile 
race ; beat Monocacy’s racing cutter Flora, at Wusung, 
December 2, 1870; beat Alaska’s racing cutter Vapor, 
at Yokohama, Japan, November 24, 1871; beat all com- 
peting boats (giving time allowance) at Hong Kong re- 
gatta, February 22, 1872. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


Manca 19,—Lieutenant Charles Belknap, to the Hydrographic 
Office on the Ist April next. 

MaxcH 20.—Captain Homer C. Blake, to duty at New York, in 
connection with recruiting. 

Marcs 21.—Assistant Paymaster Robert Dickey. to duty as as- 
sistant to the paymaster on board the receiving ship Potomac, at 
Philadelphia. 

Marcu 25.—Medical Inspector Edward Shippen,to the Navy- 
yard, Philadelphia, on the Ist April. 

Surgeon J. H. Clark, to the Naval Rendezvous, New York. 

Boatswain Alexander McCone, to duty in the equipment depart- 
meat, Navy-yard, New York. 

Chief Engineer Wm. H. Shock, to the Navy-yard, New York, in 
addition to his present duties. 





WETACHED. 
Marca 19.—Lieautenant-Commander Francis H. Sheppard, from 
the Navy-yard, Pensacola, Fla., aud placed on waiting orders. 


Lieutenant-Vommandéer Charles E. Hawley, from the Naval Sta- 
tion at League Island, Pa , on the 31st inst., and placed on waiting 
orders. 

Lieutenant H. C. Keene, from the Navy-yard, Boston, and placed 
on waiting orders. 

Lieutenant E. P. McClellan, from the receiving ship Vermont, at 
New York, and ordered to the Juniata. 

Mast r Louis R. Chester, from the Naval Station at League 
Island, Pu., on the 3ist inst., and placei on waiting orders. 

Muster Wm. B. Arrants, from the Pawnee, and placed on wait- 
ing orders. 

Medical Director Lewis B, Hunter, from the Naval Asylum, Phil- 
adelph:a, on the 31st inst., anl placed on waiting orders. 

Medical Directors Wm. Johnson and George Maulsby, from duty 
as members of the Retiring Board on the 31st inst., aud placed on 
waiting orders. 

Pay Director Robert Pettit, from the Naval Asylum, Philadel- 
phia, on the Ist April, ordered to seitle accounts, and then wait 
orders. 

Pay Director R. H. Clark, to the Naval Asylum, Philadelphie, 
on the lst April next, and to continus temporarily his present du- 
ties at the Navy-yard, Philad«lphia. 

Marcu 20.—Commuander Jobn Irwin, from the Naval Station, 
League Island, Pa., and ordered to comma d the receiving ship 
Sabine, at Portsmouth, N. H., on the 28th inst. 

Commander 8. L. Breese, trom command of the receiving ship 
Sabine, and ordere1 to command the receiving ship Potomac, at 
Philadelphia, on the Ist April next. 

Marcu 21.—Pay Directer Wm. B. Boggs, from special duty at 
the Navy Department on the 31st inst., and placed on waiting or- 
ders. 

Marca 24,—Lieutenant-Command:r J. B. Coghlan, from the Hy- 
drographic Office, and placed on sick lesve. 

Lieutenant Fernando P. Gilmore, and Boatswain James Nash, 
from the Pensacola, and placed on waiting orders. 

Marcu 25.—Lieutenant-Commander Theodore F. Kane, from ord- 
nance duty at the Wavy-yard, Washington, and ordered to report 
to Admiral Porter for duty. 

Chiet Engineer W. W. W. Wood, from the Navy-yard, New 
York, and ordereé to report in person at the Navy Department. 


REVOKED. 


Marcu 20.—Commander Richard L, Law’s orders, to command 
the receiving ship Potomac, and ordered to duty at the Nava) Asy- 
lum, Philadelphia, 

Commander A. W. Weaver’s orders, to the Naval Asylum, Phil- 
adelphia, and placed on wait:ng orders. 


RESIGNED. 
Manzcnz 21.—Boatswain John K. Bartlett. 
APPOINTED. 


Manrcn 22.—Medical Director Joseph Beate, an inspector-general 
of hospitals and fleets on the 1st April next, 
Marcu 25.—Philip T. Craig, an acting carpenter !n the Navy. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Commodore John J. Glass»n, granted one year’s leave of absence, 





from the lst May next, with permission to visit Europe. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau.of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending March 22,1873: 
Charles §mith, ship’s baker, February 2, U. 8. steamer. Brooklyn, 
Nice, France. 
William K. Latimer, commodore, March 15, 1t Baltimore. 
Alteed Roberts, ordinary seaman, March 2, U. 8. steamer Colo- 
rado. 


George W. Clark (colored), landsman, March 12, U. 8. steamer 
Santee, Annapolis. 

John J. Geevin, landsman, November 22, 1872, U. 8. steamer 
Lancaster, at sea. 
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THE LAY TORPEDO. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: In your issue of March 22 I find an_ article 
containing certain opinions in regard to the Lay tor- 
pedo, which are said to have been given to a reporter by 
me. AsI am not ambitious to have my name appear 
in the torpedo controversy, will you oblige me by pub- 
lishing the following ? 

In reply to a cousteous inquiry from a stranger on the 
street, I stated certain opinions of my own in relation, to 
the performances of the Lay torpedo. I was not at that 
time a member of the board to witness its trial, nor did 
I know the opinion of the board in regard to it. 

I expressed no idea as to whether the torpedo would 
be accepted by Government or not, and gave no author- 
ity for my opinions to appear in print. 

Respectfully yours, 

R. B. BRADFORD, Lieutenant U. 8. Navy. 

U. 8. TorPEDo Sratron, Newport, R. L, March 24. 





(From the Newport Mercury, March 15.) 


A BoARD composed of Lieutenant-Commanders Robe- 
son, Manley, and Davis, convened by order of the chief 
of the Bureau of Ordnance, at the Torpedo Station, on 
the 8th inst., for the purpose of witnessing a further 
trial of the “Lay” Torpedo boat. The -weather was 
most favorable for the trial, being mild and spring-like, 
the wind was fresh from the southwest, and the atmos- 
phere somewhat hazy, but not enough so to interfere 
with the experiment. The boat had been shifted from 
the ways at the north end of the island, (from which 
several unsuccessful attempts at launching have recently 
been made) to a small marine railway further south and 
nearly astern of the Mina. At3p.M. the launch was 
successfully made and the boat started on her oamw 4 
in a northeast direction to a stake-boat moored one (1) 
mile distant. The run was successfully made to the 
stake-boat, the Torpedo steering well, time of run to 
stake-boat, 12 minutes. At this time, when it seemed as 
if fortune was about to smile on Mr. Lay, the tables 
turned, the boat would not, all control of her seeming to 
have been lost, and soon after passing the stake-boat.she 
beached herself, The reason of the failure, if such it can 
be called, is, we understand, attributable to one of two 
causes: defective electrical apparatus and wire, or a faul- 
ty valve which supplies gas to the steering apparatus. 
The general impression of those who should know, is, 
that with another chance and a thbdrough adjustment of 
the machinery, battery, etc., and a new set of wires, the 
Lay Torpedo will do all that the inventor promises. An- 
other trial will be made at an early day. 








By acts approved 3.lof March, Mrs. Graze B. Peck, 
widow of Captain Elisha Peck, is allowed the difference 
between the pay her lite husband received as comman- 
der and the pay of a captain on the retired list of the 
U.S. Navy at that“time; and Mrs. F. Selina Buchanan, 
widow of the late Paymaster McKean Buchanan, is to 
be paid $5,277.46-in. full satisfaction_of any claim .of 
the estate of her said husband, arising out of damages 
sustained in consequence of an arbitrary order of the 
late Commander Claxton, reducing the emoluments ac- 
cruing to said Buchanan during the cruige of the fri 
Constitution, in 1889-40-41, of which he was pursér, 
below the amount to which he was entitled by law and 
the usage and custom of the service. 

An act approved March 3, 1873, authorizes the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay to George R. Wilson 
$20,000 as payment in full of his patent in the construc- 
tion of iron or metallic broadside carriages in the naval 
service, the same to be in full for past and future use of 
said patent by the Government of the United States, 
Mr. Wilson is the master machinist at the Washington 
Navy-yard. 








DuRina the course of the debate in the House of 
Representatives on a bill to bestow a pension on Mary 
Swift, daughter of the late Captain Truxton, U. 8. 
Navy, the following letter, addressed by the Secretary of 
the Navy to the Chairman of the Naval Committee, was 
read: 

“Srr: In reply to the note of the’clerk of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, of which you are chairman, in re- 
gard to the propriety of the passage of a bill for the re- 
lief ef Mary Swift, daughter of the late Captain Traxton, 
United States Navy, I have to say that no officer of the 
Navy has a better record of service than Captain Trax- 
ton. He was ’«~> of the early and meritorious officers of 
the Navy who, oy their skill and gallantry in our. earl 
wars with the  cheoy powers, and in the Stent 
troubles in 1779, gave to the service that impulse and 
heroic tone which carried it.so nobly through the war of 
1812 and all subsequent wars. In the French troubles 
in 1799 Captain Traxton, in command of the frigate 
Constellation, captured two French frigates, both of su- 
perior force to his own ship; and hout his whole 


naval career he was per: distinguished fo extraordi- 
nary skill and efficiency, ogallantry aloe romani. 


His services to his can y be estimated in 

money value; and, wile Congo must, of course be 

the judge of the propriety ofa sie oe to the aged 
od, 


dengbine hoe times absolute , 1 cannot refuse to 
to sa at her case my warmest sympathy, both 7 
pours: and as the vopecmianion of service, which bey 


father so much honored and inspired, , he: 
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MILITARY SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION. 


ENERAL HAZEN, in his “School and the 
Army,” has done good service by directing pub- 
lic attention in this country to the value of military 
4 rect and the impression his work has made will 
be increased by the appearance of a new and revised 
edition of the work on “ Military Systems of Edu- 
cation,” by Prof. HENRY BaRNARD, whose life-long 
labors in behalf of national education have made 
him so honorably known in this country and abroad. 
We have had too recent an experience of the value 
of military education not to appreciate the value of 
works like these of Hazen and BARNARD, which 
help to create public sentiment in favor of a higher 
standard of professional attainment in the military 
and naval services. The education and experience 
which was needed to transform our late volunteer 
officers into soldiers they were forced to obtain in 
the field at a heavy cost, and those who may still be 
inclined to cavil at West Point should not forget 
that it was the leaven that leavened the whole 
lump, and by a process of inoculation gradually 
transformed our mob of town meetings into efficient 
armies. For many causes a large standing army is 
unpopular in the United States; the more reason, 
therefore, that the nucleus that we have should be 
on as perfect a model as possible. Not only should 
our Military and Naval Academies be liberally 
and generously supported, but the plan of a military 
profeesorship at our colleges be fairly tested and 
tried. Few will deny that two or three blunders 
from incompetent and ignorant officers on the field 
would cause greater loss in money (putting life out 
of the question) to the nation than the preparation 
of thousands of young men for officers. Prof. Bar- 
NARD’S work gives us in detail the experience of 
Europe, the changes which have from time to fime 
been made, and the different systems which the 
character and various political organizations of 
each nation seem to require. The reader of this 
interesting work has therefore before him a digest 
of the experience of the best military men of the 
last century. 

In Prussia we find that FREDERICK the Great, im- 

pressed with the success attending Maria THERESA’S 
military school at Wiener Neustadt, or, as he says, 
“a woman thus carrying out designs worthy of a 
great man,” devoted much time to proper cadets’ 
and officers’ schools, so that he might have officers 
“who will not merely have their patents to show, 
but some capacity for the office as well.” After his 
death these schools languished, but the bitter expe- 
rience of Jena taught Prussia that neglect of mili- 
tary organization and preparation was fatal, and 
ScHARNHORST was directed to remodel the schools, 
which he did on the broad principle that “the 
claim to an officer’s commission must be in time of 
peace, knowledge and education; in war courage 
and conduct.” 

The course of education in the various Prussian 
military schools, as Mr. BARNARD points out, is es- 
pecially designed to encourage habits of reflection. 
Great care is given to continue studies after officers 
have joined the service, and change them for a 
time to various branches, much attention being 
paid to staff duties; military or technical studies 
are not crowded upon young students. “ What 
use can it be,” it is said, “ to talk to alad of the 
principles of tactics when he does not even know 
the movements of a battalion?” 

Austria, since her late disastrous campaigns in 
Italy and against Prussia, has been actively remod- 
elling her military educational system ; the school 
at Wiener Neustadt is still highly spoken of, being 
reorganized on the principle laid down by its found- 
ress, “ That in this school shall be formed men only 
and of them soldiers.” Her frontier school com- 
panies have much of interest in them, being a.some- 
what novel necessity to a semi-military and civil 
form of t. 

In the article on Holland we find much of inter- 





est from the fact that the army is recruited by vol- 





untary enlistment; a large proportion serving at 
colonial stations and becoming (both officers and 
men) settlers in the colonies after their terms of 
service. The army is officered from graduates of 
the military academy and have to pass a rigid ex- 
amination. Separate religious exercises are pro- 
vided for Protestants and Roman Catholics. 

In Italy general attention is being paid to mili- 
tary education, and several academies for officers 
and cadets established on a flourishing footing. 
The naval schools are also prosperous. 

In Russia we find that the discharged soldiers 
are generally conceded the right to be appointed to 
situations in government establishments and public 
institutions—a wise and just measure and an ex- 
ample which might be followed by our)Republic. 
Every officer must be educated and trained to his 
profession. The forethought of the Russian govern- 
ment in providing for the thorough scientific and 
practical education of its officers, was demonstrated 
in the Crimean war. The Imperial staff school at 
St. Petersburg is under the care of the best talent 
of the empire, and upon the professors it is enjoined 
to “devote themselves to impress upon the student 
officers, by teaching and example, the precepts of 
the purest morality, the exact performance of their 
professional duties, and unconditional obedience to 
their superiors, and an inviolable devotion to the 
throne of their country.” 

The military service in Great Britain being vol- 
untary, and the officers commissioned by favoritism 
and purchase, the distinction between officers and 
men has up to the present time been more broad 
than in any other service. Within a very short 
period the purchase system has been abolished, and 
much attention paid to military education. The 
military seminaries at Woolwich, Sandhurst, Ad- 
discombe, and Chatham have hitherto been on 
a limited scale. At Sandhurst is a senior depart- 
ment or staff school in which commissioned officers 
are educated, and well educated, in staff duties. 
Some attempts have been made to engraft certain 
military studies at the civil schools at Eton and Har- 
row, but have not proved successful. It seems 
probable that some more general and enlarged sys- 
tem of military education will be soon adopted, as 
experience has taught the government that the na- 
tional pluck, love of adventure, combined with the 
really good civil education which all but the poorest 
class obtain in England, is still insufficient to give 
first class military officers to the armies of Great 
Britain. 

Naval navigation schools are naturally popular to 
a great maritime power, and the care and attention 
which is paid to them has shown its results in the 
commercial and naval marine of England. There 
is something sad to the American. reader in the re- 
flection that the hardy race of American sailors 
seems to be rapidly becoming a thing of the past; 
on the other hand, our old rival is not only giving 
every inducement to the sailor of the present day, 
but extending a fostering care tothe rising genera- 
tion. Every merchant interested in the reputation 
of our country as a marine power, should read Mr. 
BARNARD’S essay on the Training and School-ships 
of England. 

But England is not alone in her care for a mer- 
cantile and military marine. France has many ex- 
cellent schools of navigation, and, although follow- 
ing the sea as a profession is not popular to French- 
men, great changes and improvements have in the 
last twenty years taken place in this respect through 
the care of NAPOLEON III. An eminently military 
power like France must pay great attention to the 
preparation of her army officers. Some of the earli- 
est of military schools were founded in France, to 
which students flocked from all parts of the world; 
and the reverses which have so lately attended 
that country’s armies may be traced more to the 
defects of her administration and the faulty car- 
rying out of the education of her military offi- 
cers than to the system established by the Great 
NaPoLeon. Defects and faults can be corrected ; 
and the day is not far distant when the mi i- 
tary reputation of the French will aguin be reé - 
tablished in all its former brightness. The militar - 
schools at St Cyr, Saumur, Paris, the Polytechni: . 
and others, are all now under careful supervision 
and the officers of the army, schooled by the bitte: 
experience of the past, will in all probability be foun’ 


} 


| which the future may have in store for them. 
Last, but not least in interest to the reader, Mr. 
BARNARD brings to’ notice the' military system of 
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more thoroughly prepared for the next trial of arms 


Switzerland. A little republic, surrounded by 
powerful military neighbors, possessing no actual 
standing army, yet with every able bodied man a 
soldier. In 1856 this republic, with a population of 
only two millions and a half, was able rapidly to 
place on a war footing 200,000 men when a war 
seemed to be probable with Prussia. Military ser- 
vice is required between the ages of twenty and 
forty-four ; but the service is very light, and only 
for the time actually required for proper drill are 
the militia called out. Camps of instruction are 
formed, and thorough discipline enforced for the 
time being. Officers are educated to all their du- 
ties in the various departments and Corps de Cadets, 
formed so tliat military education commences at an 
early period for their young men. Their schools of 
musketry have become noted all over Europe, and 
the festivals of the Swiss sharpshooters are national 
holidays. 

Respecting our own country, the book gives in- 
teresting details of the West Point Military Acad- 
emy, the Naval Academy at Annapolis, likewise of 
the State institutions of Virginia and Louisiana. 
The military professorships which have been estab- 
lished by act of Congress at Cornell University, 
Amherst, in California, and other State schools, have 
not as yet been sufficiently tested for any results to 
be arrived at, although much good may be expected 
from them. The Artillery School at Fortress Mon- 
roe, for commissioned and non-commissioned officers 
in that special arm of the service, is perhaps one of 
the best of its kind in the world. The training 
school-ships established in Boston end New York, 
as a nursery for seamen of the commercial marine, 
and the apprenticeship of the Navy, are not men- 
tioned perhaps as fully as could be desired, for all 
will admit the importance of the subject to us. 
Military and physical training in vur public school 
system is also treated of in the volume; we trust 
Prof. BARNARD’S labors in bringing such important 
national subjects to public attention will meet with 
proper appreciation. The work is well worthy of 
careful perusal. 








Mr. JosLyN, a gentleman well known to every 
one who has had anything to do with the Navy 
agent’s or Navy paymaster’s office at Boston for the 
last twenty years, and to whose efficiency and uni- 
form courtesy all can bear testimony, has been re- 
moved from his position as chief clerk by Paymaster 
PLUNKETT. Mr. JosLyN has grown up with the 
office, and has perhaps a greater knowledge of the 
duties of a pay office than any other person holding 
a similar position anywhere in the United States. 
He is a man of integrity, and it is to be regretted 
that the Civil Service, or the rules and regulations 
of the Naval Service, does not throw the shield of 
protection over faithful employees of this class. As 
it is now, they are subject to removal without cause, 
atthe pleasure of the pay officer who may for the 
time be ordered to take charge of. the office. An 
officer may be detailed there but_a few months; yet 
within that time he may, if disposed, remove faith- 
ful, honest, and capable subordinates who have been 
attached to the office for years. These positions 
should be permanent, and not left subject to the 
rule, very proper in the case of a cruise where each 
paymaster selects his clerk; as much so as that of 
any clerk in the Executive Departments. 








Amonc the bills which failed at the recent ses- 
sion of Congress was Senate No. 1,444, for the res- 
toration of certain officers of the Navy, now on the 
active list, to their original position on the Navy 
Register. The bill, asit originally passed the Senate, 
authorized the President to appoint Captain Geo. 
H. Presiz to his oiginal position, several officers 
having been promoted over him under the acts au- 
thorizing advancement for war service, etc. When it 
reached the House it was amended by adding the 


names of Captains L. C. SarTorr and Geo. Hf 


Cooper, and Commander R. F. R. Lewis, who were 
passed over in the sgme manner as Captain PREBLE 
—the House having itself passed a bill giving these 
officers their original places. An effort was made 
to add the name of Captain RoNCKENDORFF also, but 
failed. The bill, as amended, passed the House 


but the Senate did not agree to the amendment, 

and appointed a committee of conference, composed 

of Messrs, CRAGIN, MERRILL, and Stockton. Ow- 
ing to the absence of two of the conferees, Mr. MER- 
RILL, the last day of the session, stated that the 
conference would be likely to fail,and Messrs. An- 
THONY and WEsT were appointed on the committee, 
This seems to have been the last action in the matter. 
This plan of combining the interests of <veral 
officers in one bill is not a wise one. Hac case 
should stand on its own merits; and Congress is 
much more likely todo justice in a particular case 
if it is left free to exercise its judgment upon each 
application by itself. Without expressing an opinion 
as to the merits of either of the officers embraced by 
the bill, or asserting that the claims of one are more 
just than another, we can advise them all that success 
would be more likely to follow a separate rather than 
a combined presentation of their cases for the action 
of Congress. One whose restoration might be ques- 
tionable would not stand in the way of more meri- 
toriouscases. Until Congress has an opportunity of 
passing on each case alone, those who ‘failed in 
this instance have no great cause to be discouraged. 








THE Senate has confirmed the nomination of Cap- 
tains J. M. B. Ciitz and ANDREW BRYSON as com, 
modores, and Commanders 8. B. Lock and Joun L. 
Davis as captains. Captain DonatD MoNEILL 
FarrFax, who stood at the head of the list of cap- 
tains, has therefore been passed over, or “over- 
slaughed,” the President not having nominated him 
for promotion in consequence of the failure of the 
Examining Board to recommend him without ex- 
amining him professionally, to which he objected. 
The action of the Senate seems to settle, for the 
present at least, the question whether an officer 
can refuse to be examined for promotion, and to 
raise another—whether an officer not recommended 
for promotion, not nominated, and not confirmed, 
can remain on the active list. The act of April 21, 
1864, provides that all officers whose cases shall 
have been acted on by the Examining Boards, and 
who shall not have been recommended for pro- 
motion by both of them (the medical and pro- 
fessional boards), “shall be placed on the retired 
list.” 








THE steamer George S. Wright, plying between 
Portland, Oregon, and Sitka, Alaska, foundered or 
was wrecked in Queen Charlotte Sound about the 
27th of January, and there is little hope that any 
soul on board survived. The only known passen- 
gers were Major Joun S. WALKER and his young 
and beautiful wife, formerly Miss ANNIE GERNON 
of New Orleans. Major WALKER was appointed 
an additional paymaster February 23, 1864, and 
transferred to the regular Pay Department January 
17, 1867. In his official capacity he was cour- 
teous, correct, and energetic—he shrank from no 
labor or exposure—his record was honorable and 
his integrity undoubted. A valuable officer is lost 
to the service. Major WALKER’s personal qualities 
endeared him to all with whom he was brought in 
contact. His noble nature was supplemented: by 
careful culture and varied experience of life, render- 
ing him a most genial and entertaining companion. 
His entire unselfishness, generosity, amiability, un- 
failing kindness and sympathy won the lasting love 
of his associates, of whom there are many left to 
mourn his sad fate. 





THERE is little profit in criticising injustice for 
which there is no remedy, but it is not well to dis- 
guise the fact that great dissatisfaction has been 
created in the Army by the promotion of a young 
second lieutenant of infantry, just from the Military 
Academy, to the position of aide-de-camp on the 
staff of the Lieutenant-General in place of officers 
whose services and experience so much better en- 
title them to such a position. 











CAPTAIN GEORGE HENRY PREBLE, U. S. N., whose 
researches into the early history of our Navy are well 
known, has compiled a history of the “ Origin and Pro- 
gress of the Flag of the United States,” with an elabor- 
ate introduction giving a quite exhaustive account of 
the symbols, standards, banners, and flags of ancient and 
modern nations. This work of Captain Preble is the re- 
sult of an interest in the history of our flag awakened 
twenty years ago, since which time he has almost unre- 
mittingly devoted his attention to the gathering of facts 
in relation to the subject. 





of the author may be gathered from the fact he states, 
that in the preparation of the history he has examined 
more than a thousand volumes, besides conducting an 
extensive correspondence. As a result, he presents us 
with an octavo of 535 pages, fully and admirably in- 
dexed. The work, which is illustrated with colored 
lithographs of various flags, is published by Joel Mun- 
sell, Albany, N. Y. 

Captain Preble has done excellent service before this 


by his antiquarian researches, and this last compilation 
will add largely to the debt already owing him on this 
account. 





THE latest news from the Modoc country is contained 

in the following despatch: 
Van Bremen’s Rance, 
Mopoc Country, March 24, 1873, 

Colonel W. D. hipple, ji -General, eadquar: 

Army, Wathingwon’ meanen age. per tie 

Accompanied by Colonel Gillen, I had an unsatisfac- 
tory interview with Captain Jack yesterday afternoon in 
the neighborhood of his camp. The result confirmed the 
impression previously reported, that the war faction is 
still predominant. Captain Jack’s demeanor is that of 
aman under duress, and afraid to exhibit his real feel- 
ings. Important questions were evaded or not answered 
at all. The substance of all that could be elicited from 
him was that he did not want to fight; that the lava 
beds was a bad place, and that he wanted to go to his 
home on Lost River. He wanted all of the soldiers 
moved out of the country. If anybody wanted to talk 
to him, they must come to the camp, and if anything 
was to be done for him, it must be done there. The 
meeting of yesterday was in part accidental, as I had 
not intended to communicate with Captain Jack until 
the troops were in their new positions; but the confer- 
ence was invited by the Indians and was accepted. As 
first arranged, Captain Jack and Schonchin John, the 
second chief, were to have met Colonel Gillen and my- 
self, and when we reached the place we iound that the 
war faction had substituted their leador for Schonchin, 
no doubt for the ya of wa Captain Jack, and 
seeing that he did not commit hi to their prejudice. 
The troops are now moving into their tions, and 
when they have reached them, communication may again 
be opened with the Modocs with the b of better re- 
sults. EDWARD age ees 

Brigadier-General Commanding. 


SomE months ago the claim of Admiral Farragut and 
his officers and men for prize money for the destruction 
of the rebel vessels at the capture of New Orleans 
during the Rebellion was referred to arbitrators, Messrs. 
H. W. Paine, of Boston, G. V. Fox, formerly assistant 
secretary of the Navy, and Thomas J. Durant, of Wash- 
ington. At length the arbitrators have filed their re- 
port, awarding the sum of $268,600. They found that 
on the rebel vessels there were 1,843 men, and they al- 
low to the claimants $200 for each man engaged on the 
enemy’s boats. We must wait until another week be- 
fore we can give the full particulers of the award. 


SENATE bill No. 1,100, to repeal the acts of July 16, 
1862, aud January 24, 1865, relative to the advancement 
of officers of the Navy and {Marine Corps for distia- 
guished merit, was rejected in the House March 8. Mr. 
Archer stated that the bill had not been considered 
the Committee on Naval Affsirs of the House, 
hoped therefore it would not pass without such consider- 
ation. 

CommMopore Wiiu1AM E. Le Roy has been age 
pointed president, and Captains J. W. A. Nicholson, W. 
N. Jeffers, and William D. Whiting, and Commander J. 
= Greer ae Chief Engineer ) J. Kiersted, members 
of a board for the examination of midshipmen imi- 

lear o 


nary to promotion, to convene at the Naval A on 
the 7th of April next. 
SECRETARY BELKNAP was to leave Washin; 

Thursday for Chicago, where ho will be joined by - 
eral Sheridan, and together they will inspect the mili- 
tary posts of tbe Department of the Missouri, especially 
in Texas. The Secretary will be absent for four or six 
weeks, and during his absence Secretary Robeson will be - 
Asting Secretary of War. 
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Mr. D. Van NostRanp has in press and will issue in 
a few weeks the second volume of Colonel Guy V, 
Henry’s “ Military Record of Civilian Appointments,” 
It will be uniform with the first volume, published 
some time since. 
Mr. E. Sreicer, of No. 22 Frankfort street, New 
York, is preparing a list of original American publioa- 
tions, including translations ior the benefit of the fore 
book buyer. An index of subjects is to be added to 
volume. 











Vick-PRESIDENT WILSON has appointel Senators 
Shermen and Stevenson members of the Board of Visi- 
tors to West Point, in accordance with the law requir- 
ing two Senators to be on the Board. 











REAR-ADMIRAL ALDEN, U. 8. N., gave a dinner at 
Naples recently, on board the Wabash. Mr. Butler Dan- 
can, U. 8. Coneul at Naples; Mr. and Mrs, Charles 
Livermore, of New York; Mrs. General Meagher, Ad- 
miral Bailey and daughters, Dake and Duchess de la 
Towe, nee Haight, of New York; and Mrs. Hicks, were 
among the company. 


Mars. James LonkimeER GRAHAM, wife of the Ameri- 

can Consal at Florence, gave @ rev three weeks 
at the Palace Orsini, in that city, in honor of Mies 

Minnie, daughter of General W. T. now 

ing in Italy. Large numbers of distinguished 

were present, and the entertainment was a remarka’ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


~The Editor of the Any anp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in communica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom uf discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 


U. 8. MILITARY POST LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


To the Editor of she Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: Referring to the discussion, through the Jour- 
NAL, of the subject of Army libraries and literary sup- 
plies for the Army, I have been requested by a number 
of prominent officers to communicate some information 
relative to the organization of the U.8. Military Post 
Library Association, and the work it proposes, for the 
benefit of those interested. I say proposes, for the reason 
that the society has not met with that substantial aid 
from the country which it is manifestly entitled to and 
ought to command, and hence the association has not 
Yeon able to render all that assistance in the matter of 
Hibraries which it would otherwise promptly have given, 
and which adequate receipts would have enabled it to 
have conferred. 

Until the late civil war had enormously increased our 
Army but little attention had been given to the moral 
and intellectual well-being of its members. During 
that period the Christian and Sanitary commissions were 
formed, and followed the Army everywhere, minister- 
ing to its material and spiritual comfort. When the 
war closed, and the volunteer forces were disbanded, the 
Army ceased to have any interest for the popular mind, 
and soldiering became a trade, as it had before been, and 
all volunteer efforts for alleviating and improving the 
condition of the Army ceased. But the need for them 
had not diminished; it had rather increased; because 
the Army was thenceforth to be recruited from a class 
in many respects differing from its former comp osition, 
and'all the more in need of this Christian care. 

And so to-day we have the spectacle in our land of 
thirty thousand enlisted men completely isolated from 
ite Christian sympathies, and receiving nothing at its 
hands; and only here and there is an individual found 
who can be brought to feel that the Army has any 
claim upon his friendship or gratitude. 

But that this claim exists is apparent. Recognizing 
this obligation, the association aims to concentrate and 
unite the efforts of the friends of the Army throughout 
the country in one general union of effort, knowing that 
in union there is strength, and that the ends to be at- 
tained can be much better served through some specific 
organization of interest. Having done this, to endeavor 
to influence for the best interests of the enlisted men 
such legislation on the part of the official authorities to 
be invoked as will secure some general system of moral 
- and intellectual education at all our military posts. 

Also, to represent before the country the claims— 
moral, religicus, and literary—of tke military posts, and 
to insist upon the recognition of the Army by the coun- 
try at large as a body entitled to the remembrance, care, 
and sympathy of the people; yet not as a matter of 
charity, but as those whose services in its behalf, and 
whose past and present sacrifices, and great deeds, clear- 
ly entitle them to this recognition and to whatever of 
comfort and entertainment can reasonably be prepared. 

In tke prosecution ot the general design of the asso- 
ciation something has already been’done toward tho ends 
aimed at, a detailed statement of which can be found in 
the annual report, now ready, for 1873, and which can 
be had, without cost, upon application. 

An impression has obtained among some that the 
Bociety is a kind of business corporation. Such is not the 
case. Last year we gave away to the Army eighty-five 
thousand (85,000) copies of news, literary and religious 
papers, besides giving material assistance to various 
posts and companies of soldiers in the formation of per- 
manent libraries. The books and periodicals which are 
purchased of us we supply at less than cost. Our aim 
will always be to render all the assistance in our power 
in the matter of collecting libraries and obtaining liter- 
ary supplies. Meanwhile let the association have the 
cheerful co-operation of all the friends of the Army, and 
the liberal contributions of such as are able. 

The receipts into the treasury of the association last 
year amounted to $17,867.88. Of this $9,000 was re- 
ceived from and returned to the Army in books and 
library requisites ; $2,500 was credited to the Quarter- 
master’s Department, as the estimated value of trans- 

tation on account of the association, leaving our ac- 
tual cash receipts a little over $6,000, out of which the 
ex of conducting the association had to be taken. 
hether it would be possible to obtain any assistance 
from Congress remains to be seen. 

Ihave read the communication of “A Studious Sa- 
breur” in a late number of the JOURNAL, and have no 
hesitation in pledging the co-operation of our association 
in anything that is practicable. . 

At the French camp at Chalons the Empress, before 
the war, founded « library of ten thousand volumes. The 
education of the Prussian and other foreign soldiery is 
a matter of history. Abundant provision is made in the 
English army in the same dice.tiov. That our own 
country can be less indifferent to the education and right 
training of its Army seems incredible. 

Joun B. UM, Corresponding Sec., etc. 

58 Broapway, New Yorx Ciry, March 15, 1873. 











A REPORT has been received at the Revenue Marine 
office giving an account of the wreck of the bark Jda Z., 
from which a crew of nine persons were rescued by the 
crew of Life-Suving Station No. 33, at Coney Isiand, 
on the coast of Long Island. The /da Z. was from St. 
John, N. B., and was driven upon the outer bar, with 
the surf breaking heavily over ber. Considerable danger 
was experi in saving the crew of the bark. On 
ee ee bed ee 
a dangerous position on Blac in the harbor-of 
Gloucester, the American schooner 4. L. Rowe, 


A REMINISCENCE OF THE BLOCKADE. 


WHILE the monotony and tediousness of maintaining 
the blockade on our coast during the late rebellion at 
some of our ports was trying and dull, at others the ex- 
citement of the chase, the watchfulness required, and 
the prospects of rich prize, were sufficient to make the 
service both interesting and desirable. Many valuable 
prizes were picked up, some with ease, others after a 
long chase, but occasionally fortunate escapes were made 
and rich prizes lost. 

The following account of the escape of the Robdert E. 
Tee, Captain John Wilkson, prepared by himself, 
and handed to one of our correspondents, is interesting, 
and it would seem truthful and not overdrawn. His 
supposition that the chaser was the Jroguois, is not with- 
out reasonable grounds, as will be seen by the account 
of an unsuccessful chase made by that vessel, which our 
correspondent bas obtained in his endeavors to verify 
the narrative of the commanding officer of the Robert Z. 
Lee. 

CAPTAIN JOHN WILKSON’S ACCOUNT. 

It was sometime during the summer of 1863—I can- 
not remember the month—that I made avery narrow es- 
cape from capture. I was in command of the blockade 
runner R. H. Lee at the time, and had passed through 
the blockading fleet off Wilmington the previous night, 
and gained an offing from the coast of 30 or 40 miles by 
daylight. Our supply of English coal, taken aboard at 
Nassau, had been so nearly exhausted on the run to 
Wilmington that there was barely sufficient left to carry 
us through the fieet on the outward vovege and I was 
obliged to supply the deficiency with North Carolina 
coal of very inferior quality, and which smoked terribly. 
We commenced on this coal about daylight. Very 
shortly after the lookout at the mast head called out, 
“ Sail ho!” and in reply to the “ Where away” from the 
deck, sang out, “ Right astern, sir, and in chase.” The 
morning was very clear, Going to the mast head, I 
could just discern the royal cf the chaser, and before 1 
left it, say in half an hour, her topgallant sails were 
above the horizon, By this time the sun had risen in a 
cloudless sky. It was evident that our pursuer would 
be alongside of us by mid-day at the rate we were going. 
The first orders were to throw overboard the deck load 
of cotton and to make more steam. The latter proved 
to be more oasily said than done, the chief engineer in- 
forming me that the coal would not make steam. A 
moderate breeze from the Northward and Eastward had 
been blowing ever since daylight, and the sea was as 
smooth asa mill pond. As we were steering about E. 
by 8. when the chase commenced, I knew that every 
stitch of canvas on board the chaser was drawing, and it 
occurred to me that I might render her sails useless by 
bringing the wind aft. Ibegan to edge away, and had 
the satisfaction in two or three hours in seeing her clew 
up and furl. But she was still gainingon us. A happy 
idea occurred to me. There were on board, as part of 
the deck load, 40 or 50 barrels of spirits of turpentine. 
Sending for the chief er gineer I said, “Mr.S jlet us try 
cotton saturated with spirits of turpentine.” In a few 
minutes a bale of cotton was cut open, a barrel tapped, 
and buckets of saturated cotton passed from the deck to 
the fire room. The result exceeded vur expectations. 
Taechief engineer very soon reported a full head ofsteam. 
Curious to see the effect, I said, “ Wait a minute, sir, till 
the logis hove.” I hove it myself—9 1-2 knots. “ Let 
her go now, sir,” I said. Five minutes afterwards I hove 
the log again—13.2! We now began to ho'd our own, 
and even to gain a little upon the chaser; but she was 
fearfully near, and I began to have visions of another 
residence at Fort Warren, asI saw the big bone in the 
mouth of my pertinacious friend. I wonder if they 
would have screwed another turn of speed out of her if 
they had known that the R. #. Lee had on board $200,(00, 
or $300,000 in gold shipped by the Confederate Govern- 
ment ! 

There was very little difference in our relative posi- 
tions till about 6 o’clock in the afternoon, when the chief 
engineer again made his appearance on the bridge with 
the report that the burnt cotton had choked the flues 
and the steam was running down. “Only keep her go- 
ing till dark, sir,” I said, “and we will give him the 
slip-yet.” .A heavy bank was lying along the Southward 
and Eastward, aud I saw « possible means of e:cape. At 
sunset the chaser was about five miles astern. Calling 
two of my most reliable officers, I stationed one of them 
on each wheel-house with glasses, and with orders to let 
me know the instant they lost sight of the chaser. 
Sending for the chief engineer I said, ‘* Mr. S—— make as 
black a smoke as you can, and be prepared to close the 
dampers and cut off the smoke the instant I give the 
order.” Twilight approached, then darkness. Both of the 
officers called out at the same moment, “ We have lost 
sight of her,” and avolume of black smoke was streaming 
far in our wake. “Close the dampers,” I called out 
through the speaking tube, and at the same instant, 
“ Hard a starboard.” Laltered our course 8 points. 1 
remained on deck an hour longer, and then retired to 
my room on the bridge wit2 a comfortable sense of se- 


curity. 

We had fired so hard that the very planks on the 
bridge were scorching hot, and my feet were almost 
blistered. I put them out the window to cool after tak- 
ing off my slippers and stockings. While in this posi- 
tion Miss —— came on the bridge in company with her 
father. Tapping my foot with her hand she said, ‘‘ Ab, 
Captain, I see we are all safe, and I congratulate you.” 

We made the run to Bermuda without further inci- 
dent. ill I ever know what ship it was that pushed 
ussohard? I thought at the time it was the /roquois. | 

THE IROQUOIS CHASE. 

On the 16th of August, 1863, early in the morning, or 
a little after —s t, signal from the Minnesota, lying 
off New Inlet, N. C., indicatei that a blockade runner 
was supposed to be going out. The Jroguois was im- 
mediately prepared to pursue, and at daylight a 
steamer was seen steering to the Morthward and East- 
ward. As this vessel, however, to be a trans- 





doned, especially as at sunrise the smoke of another 
was seen Southeast from the /roquots, for which she 
stood. The smoke couid be seen only from aloft. The 
Troquois steadily gained on the chase, und at 8 A. M, 
could see from aloft that she was a paddle-wheel. At 
10 she began to pass through bales of cotton which the 
blockade runner was throwing overboard, and upwards 
of one hundred bales and sundry bags were counted. 
The pursuit continued through the day, and at sunset 
the chase was six or eight miles distant, and the /roquois 
fast coming up with her. There being no moon and the 
night dark, the only thing the /roqguois had as a guide 
was the smoke. In the darkne<s the chase had been lost 
sight of, and it was the general belief on the Jroquois that 
she had stopped feeding her fires until she (the /.) had 
passed, and then steered another course. 

The blockade runner was described as a two-masted, 
sidewheel steamer, with a single pipe painted white, 
and lead-colored hull, and was at the time supposed to 
have been the Danshee. The cause of the failure to 
overtake was that the boilers of the Jreguois were leak- 
ing badly and her cval was largely mixed with slate, 
which made it impossible to keep up a proper supply of 
steam. She did not get back to the Inlet until the 
morning of the 19th. 

Captain Wilkson, while deserving credit for his per- 
severance and the resources be brought to bear in mak- 
ing his escape, could have cleared himself of his pursuer 
at apy time very easily by bringing his vessel to the 
wind. The Jroquois under such circumstances could 
have .nade little headway, whereas, with the wind, she 
made good speed, and with a little more daylight would 
have overhauled the Lee. 

The officer who displayed such pertinacity in pushing 
the R. H. Lee was Captain (at present Reer-Admiral) 
Case. Tho effort deserved success. It was seldom the 
sloops-of-war captured those fast side-wheel blockade 
runners. Those in command of such steamers as the 
Keystone State, Quaker City, Bienville, De Soto, ete., 
were the lucky ones in overtaking the valuable prizes 
and in sharing the proceeds. 








BILLS PASSED BY CONGRESS. 


Tue following is a list, in addition to those already 
published, of bills which passed and were approved at 
late session of Congress : 

To pay Joseph Lanman, Rear-Admiral in the U. 8. 
Navy, the difference between the pay of a commodore 
and that of a rear-admiral, from December 7, 1867, to 
April 14, 1868. 

To place the name of Anna E. Boyle, widow of Com- 
modore Junius Boyle, on the pension role, at the rate of 
a lieutenant’s pension. 

Permitting Lieutenant Theodore B. Mason, of the 
Navy, to accept a decoration fron. the Emperor of 
Brazil. 

Authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to convey to 
the city of Chelsea, Mass., certain land for the purpose 
of a street from Chelsea Bridge to Chestnut street, in 
that city. This land is a part of the Naval Hospital 
grounds, and comprises about 57,709 square feet. Before 
the conveyance shall be made the Secretary “is to ap- 
point a commission consisting of one line officer, not be- 
low the rank of commodore, one surgeon, und one civil 
engineer, who shall report what amount, if anything, 
should be paid for the land, taking into avcount the ad- 
vantages and the disadvantages of the proposed street to 
the property of the United States, and the sum so re- 
ported shall be paid, or secured to be paid, to the United 
States, and credited to the Naval and Murine Hospital 
funds.” 

Approved March 3. 

Acts of March 3 authorizing the Secretary of War to 
deliver, if the same can be done without detriment to 
the Government, four condemned canuon and sixteen 
eannon balls to each of the foliowing uamed organiza- 
tions for the purpose of ornamenting’ burial-grounds of 
deceased soldiers: To the Army and Navy Union, Port- 
land, Maive; to the municipal authorities, city of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y.; to the Grand Army of the Republic, An- 
sonia, Conn.; to the Soldier’s Monument Association, at 
Fitchbury, Mass.; also to tho municipal authorities of 
the village of Sturgis, Michigan, one cannon and four 
cannon balls, and to the Wyoming County (New York) 
Soldier’s Monument Association, six condemned cannon 
and 16 cannon balls. 

March 3—Authorizing and directing the Secretary of 
War to have erected in the National Cemetery at Salis- 
bury, N. C., a suitable granite monument to the mem- 
ory Of the twelve thousand Union soldiers who died in 
the prison-pen at that place, and whose remains are 
buried in the trenches in that cemetery; and that the 
sum of ten thousand, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, is appropriated for the purpose. 

March 3—Authorizing the Secretary of War to deliver 
to the Gettysburgh Battle Field Memorial Association, 
if itcan be done without detriment to the Government, 
such number of condemned cannon and cannon balls as 
his judgment may approve, for the purpose of their 
work of indication of the battle field of Gettysburgh. 

Act of March 3, authorizing and directing the Secre- 
tary of War to deliver to the Society of the Army of the 
Cumberland eighty-eigbt pieces of condemned bronze 
cannon, if the same can te spared without serious detri- 
ment to the Government, to aid in the erection of an 
equstrian statue to the memory of Major-General 
George H. Thomas. 

Jomt resolution of March 3, directing the Secretary 
of War to deliver to the Governor of New Jersey six 
bronze or brass condemned cannon, to be used to make 
the lite-size statue of Major-General Philip Kearney, 
United States volunteer Army, who died in the service 
during the late war of the rebellion. 

March 3—Authorizing the accounting officers to credit 
Charles McClure, captain and commissary of subsistence, 
U. 8. A., with $844.33 on account of loss of that amount 
in 1869 and 1870 by the embezzlement of a clerk in his 
employ—the amount having been lost wi hut neglec: 
or fault of McClure, 
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An act approved March 3, authorizing the President 
to assign two engineer officers of the Army and one 
officer of the Coast Survey, now stationed on the Pacific 
coast, for the purpose of examining and reporting on a 
system of irrigation in the San Joaquin Tulare and 
Sacramento valleys of the State of Oalifornia; and for 
that purpose the officers so assigned may associate with 
themselves the chief of the geological survey of Califor- 
nia, and also one civilian distinguished for his knowl- 
edge on the subject. The Board thus constituted, with 
power to fill vacancies, shall make a full report to the 
President on the best system of irrigation for aaid valleys, 
with all necessary plans, details, engineering, statisti- 
cal, and otherwise, which report the resident shall trans- 
mit to Congress at its next session, with such recom- 
mendations as he shall think proper. The Secretary of 
War shall furnish subsistence and transportation for the 
Board while in tbe field, and the compensation of the 
members of the Board who are not in the service of the 
United States, shall not exceed two thousand dollars 
each, but the other members of the Board shall receive 
no additional compensation for their services. 








THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


[General Nature No. 57.] 
Ay act mak'ng appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending June 30, 1874. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in {Congress assembled, 
That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated, out of uny moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for the support of the Army for 
year ending June 30, 1874: 

For expenses of the commanding general's office, 
$5,000; for expenses of recruiting and transportatian 
of recruits, $121,000; for contingent expenses of the 
Adjutant-General’s Department, at the headquarters of 
military divisions and departments, $5,000; for the ex- 
penses of the signal servico of the Army, purchase, 
equipment, and repair of field electric telegraphs and 
signal equipments, $12,500; for pay of the Army and 
for allowances to officers of the Army for transportation 
of themselves and their baggage when travelling on duty 
without troops, escorts, or supplies, and for compensa- 
tion of witnesses while on court-martial service; for 
travelling expenses of paymaster’s clerks; for payment 
of postage on letters and packages, and cost of telegrams 
received and sent, by officers of the Army on public busi- 
ness, $12,300,000; tor subsistence of regular troops, en- 
gineers, and Indian scouts, $2,500,000; for regular'supplies 
of the Quartermaster’s Department, to wit: For the 
reguiar supplies cf the Quartermaster’s Department, 
consisting of steves for heating and cooking, of fuel for 
officers, enlisted men, guards, hospitals, store-houses, and 
offices; of forage in kind for the horses, mules, and oxen 
of the Quartermaster’s Department at the several posts 
and stations, and with the armies in the field; for the 
horses of the several regiments of cavalry, the batteries 
of artillery, and such companies of infantry and scouts 
as may be mounted, and for the authorized number of 
officers’ horses, including bedding for the animals; of 
straw for soldiers’ bedding ; and of stationery, including 
blank books, for the Quartermaster’s Department, cer- 
tificates for discharged soldiers, blank forms for the Pay 
and Quartermaster’s Departments, and of printing of 
division aud department orders and reports, $4,500,000. 
For incidental expenses, viz: For postage and telegrams 
or dispatches; extra pay to soldiers employed, under the 
direction of the Quartermaster’s Department,in the erec- 
tion of barracks, quarters, store-honses, and hospitals, in 
the construction of roads, and other constant labor, for 
periods of not less than ten days, under the acts of March 
2, 1819, and August 4, 1854, including those employed 
as clerks at division and department headquarters; ex- 
penses of expresses to and from the frontier posts and 
armies in the ficld, of escorts to paymasters and other 
disbursing officers, and to trains where military escorts 
cannot be furnished; expenses of the interment of offi- 
cers killed in action, or who die when on duty in the 
field, or at post on the frontiers, or at posts and other 
places, when ordered by the Secretary of War, and of 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers; authorized 
office furniture; hire of laborers in the Quartermaster’s 
Department, including the hire of interpreters, spies, 
and guides for the Army; compensation of clerks to 
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department; compensa- 
tion of forage and wagon masters authorized by the act 
of July 5, 1888 ; for tue apprehension of deserters, and 
the expense incident to their pursuit; and for the fol- 
lowing expeuditures required for the séveral regiments 
of cavalry, the batteries of light artillery, and such 
companies of infantry and scouts as may be mcunted, 
namely: the purchase of travelling forges, blacksmiths’ 
and shoeing tools, horse and mule shoes and nails, iron 
and steel for shoeing, hire of veterinary surgeons, medi- 
cines for horses and mules, picket-ropes, and for shoeing 
the horses of the corps named: also, generally, the 
proper and authorized expenses for the movement and 
operations of an Army not expressly assigned to any 
other department, $1,300,000; for purchase of horses for 
the cavalry and artillery, and for Indian scouts, and for 
such infantry as may be mounted, $350,000; for trans- 
portation of the Army, including baggage of the troops 
wken moving either by land or water; of clothing, camp 
and garrison equipage from the depots of Philadelphia 
and Jeffersonville to the several posts and Army depots, 
and from those depots to the troops in the field; of 
horse equipments and of subsistence stores from the 
places of purchase, and from the places of delivery under 
contract, to such places as the circumstances of the ser- 
vice may require them to besent; ef ordnance, ord- 
nance stores, and small arms from the founderies and 
armories to the arsenals, fortifications, frontier posts, 
and army depots; freights, wharfage, tolls and ferri- 
ages; the purchase and hire of horses, mule:, oxen, and 
harness, and the purchase and repair of wagons, carts, 
and drays, and of ships and other sea-going vessels, and 
boats required for the transportation of supplies and for 
garrison purposes; for drayage and cartage at the sev- 


eral posts, hire of teamsters, transportation of funds for 
the Pay and other disbursing departments; the expense 
of sailing public transports on the various rivers, the 
Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic and Pacific; for pro- 
curing water at such posts us, from their situation, re- 
quire it to be brought from a distance; and for clearing 
roads and removing obstructions from roads, harbors, and 
rivers to the extent which may be required for the ac- 
tual operations of the troops in the field, $4,500,000; for 
hire of quarters for officers on military duty, hire of 
quarters for troops, of store-houses for the safe keeping 
of military stores, offices, and of grounds for camps and 
for summer cantonments, and for temporary frontier 
stations; for the construction of temporary huts and 
stables, and for repairing public buildings at established 

osts; and for establishing two new posts between the 
Missouri river and Fort Ellis, $1,700,000 ; for construc- 
tion and repairs of hospitals, $100,000 ; for purchase and 
manufacture of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, 
and for preserving and repacking stock of clothing, 
camp and garrison equipage, and materials on hand at 
the Schuylkill arsenal and other depots, $1,523,508 81 : 
Provided, That when the new uniform is distributed to 
the troops, the clothing of the old style no longer to 
be issued, incapable of alteration, shall be sold by the 
Secretary of War at public auction, after due public 
notice by advertisement ; and the gross proceeds of such 
sales shall be covered into the treasury ; for establishing 
and maintaining national military cemeteries, $265,000, 
Provided, That the headsfones required by an act en- 
titled “ An act to establish and protect national ceme- 
teries,” approved February 22, 1867, and the act amen- 
datory thereof, approved June 8, 1872, shall be of durable 
stone, and of such design and weight as shall keep them 
in place when set; and the contract for supplying the 
same shall be awarded by the Sécretary of War, after 
sixty days advertisement in ten newspapers of general 
circulation, to some responsible person or persons, whose 
samples and bids shall in the greatest measure combine 
the elements of durability, decency, and cheapness; and 
the sum of $1,000,000 is hereby appropriated for said 
purpose out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated ; and the Secretary of War shali first de- 
termine for the various cemeteries the size and model 
for such headstones, and the standard of quality and 
color of the stone to be used, and bids shall be made and 
decided with reference thereto; and contracts may be 
made for separate quantities of such headstones; and 
the contracts made under this act shall provide for 
furnishing and se'ting all the said headstones, and 
shall not in the aggregate exceed the sum hereby appro- 
priated; for Army contingencies, namely: such ex- 
pensesas are not provided for by other estimates, em- 
bracing all branches of the military service, $100,000 ; 
for the purchase of medical and hospital supplies, pay of 
private physicians employed in emergencies, hire of 
hospital attendants, expenses of purveying depots, of 
medical examining boards, and incidental expenses of 
the Medical Department, $200,000 ; and the chief medi- 
cal purveyor of the Army shall have, under the direc- 
tion of the Surgeon-General, supervision of the purchase 
and distribution of all hospital and medical supplies ; 
for the Army Medical Museum and medical and other 
necessary works for the library of the Surgeon-General’s 
office, $10,000; for engineer depot at Willett’s Point, 
New York, viz. : Remodellingjportions of bridge equip- 
age, and for current expenses of the depot, purchase of 
engineering material for use in instruction of engineer 
battalion, and purchase and repair of instruments for 
general service of the corps of engineers, $9,000; for 
trials with torpedoes for harbor and land defence, and to 
instruct the engineer troops in their practical construo- 
tion and application, $10,000; for the ordnance service 
required to defray the current expenses at the arsenals ; 
of receiving stores and issuing arms and other ordnance 
supplies ; of police and office duties ; of rents, tolls, fuel, 
and lights; of stationery and office furniture; of tools 
and instruments for use; of public animals, forage, and 
vehicles; incidental expenses of the ordnance service, 
including these attending practical trials and tests of 





ordnance, small arms, and other ordnance supplies, 
$200,000 ; for manufacturing metallic ammunition for 
small arms, $125,000; for overhauling, preserving and 
cleaning new ordnance stores on hand in the arsenals, 
$75,000; for purchase and manufacture of ordnance 
stores to fill requisition of troops, and for sea-coast can- 
non, and for carriages for the same, $200,000; for alter- 
ations of the carriages now in use in sea-coast forts, 
$100,000 ; for repairing ordnance and ordnance stores in 
the hands of troops, $25,000 ; To enable the Secretary 
of War to provide Gatling guns, of light calibre, fur the 
use of the Army, $60,000; for the purehase of pro- 
jectiles for heavy guns, $50,000; and the Secretary of 
War is hereby authorized, in his discretion, to exchange 
the unserviceable and unsuitable powder on hand for 
new powder; for preservation of clothing and equipage 
from moth and mildew, $200,000, which shall be avail- 
able for immediate use; for infantry, cavalry, and ar- 
tillery equipments, consisting of knapsacks, haversacks, 
canteens, and great-coat straps, $60,000; for experi- 
ments and tests of two Gatling guns of large calibre for 
flank defence of fortifications, $5,000, and of the systems 
of heavy rifled ordnance recommended for trial by the 
board convened under act of June 6, 1872, and, in the 
discretion of the Secretary, of any other systems for 
utilizing or improving the cast-iron guns now in the 
service, $50,000 in addition to any unexpended balance 
of appropriations made for the present fiscal year; for 
manufacture of arms at the national armory, $100,000; 
for improved machinery and instruments for testing 
American iron and steel, $25,000. 

Approved March 3, 1873. 








Mr. KimBAtt, chief of the Bureau of Revenue Ma- 
rine, expects to start early next month on a tour under- 
taken for the purpose of locating the life-saving stations 
along tke Atlantic coast, provided for under the new 
law. He will make a careful examination of all the 
more dangerous points on the coast from Eastport to the 
Rio Grande, 





GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 
no. 8-14—1ssUED DURING JANUARY AND FEBRUARY. 


No. 8, January 23—Releases from confinement 
Charles Jordan, late second lieutenant Sixteenth Infan- 
try, undergoing execution of sentence promulgated in 
G. O.-M. O. No. 27, W. D., A.-G. 0., September 12, 1872, 
ot Bort comers Florida. e a 

0. 9, Jan. 24—Approves the eedin General 
Court-martial at Columbia, South Carolina. Jal 5, 1872, 
and of which Major W. H. Brown, Eighteenth Tafantry, 
is president, in the case of Second Lieutenant M- Frank 
Gallagher, Second Infantry, tried on the 
charges: First, “conduet to the prejudice of order 
and military’discipline ;” “neglect of duty, to 
the prejudice of good order and military discij - 
third, “conduct unbecoming an officer and a tle- 
man ;” additional charge, “ violation of the 86th Article 
of War.” Sentence; ‘‘ that he make good to the United 
States the sum of ten dollars; that he. forfeit all pay 
due or that may become due, and that he be dismissed 
the service.” The proceedings are approved. All the 
findings are approved, except the findings on the ad- 
ditional charge ‘and its specification, which are disap- 
proved. The sentence is confirmed, but is commuted to 
“ suspension from rank for six months, and to 
of all pay for the same period, except fifty dollars per 
month.’ 

No. 10, Jan.27—Approves proceedings of General 

Court-martial convened at Charlotte, North Oarolina, 
October 28, 1872, and of which Major Lewis Merrill, 
Seventh Cavalry, is president, in the case of First Lieu- 
tenant George W. Sheldon, Fourth Artillery, tried on 
the charges of “ violation of the 36th Article of War” 
and “conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, 
in violation of the 83d Article of War,” and sentenced 
“to make good to the United States, at his own expense, 
the loss of one barrel of vinegar and fifty-eight bushels 
of corn; to forfeit all his pey; to be dismissed the ser- 
vice; and that his crime, name, place of abode, and 
punishment shall be published in the newspapers in and 
about Rutherfordton, North Carolina, and of the State 
whence he comes or where he usually resides.” Briga- 
dier-General Alfred H. 'ferry, commanding the Depart- 
ment of the South, approved all the findings, ex the 
findings on the third specification to the second charge, 
which he disapproved on the ground that if the facts are 
as stated in the specification the accused is not guiltless 
of criminality. The approvals and disapproval of Gen~- 
eral ‘Terry are concurred in. The sentence is approved 
and will be duly executed. First Lieutenant George 
W. Sheldon, Fourth Artillery, ceases to be an officer of 
the Army from tha date of this order. 

No. 11, Jan. 27—Remits unexecuted portion of sen- 
tence in the case of Captain Elias B. Carling, assistant 
quartermaster U. 8. Army, now undergoing sentence 
promulgated in G. C.-M. O. No. 92, headquarters De- 
partment of the East, New York city, October 3, 1872, 

No. 12, February 1—Approves proceedings, 
and sentence in case of First Sergeant Allen Buell, Sig- 
nal Service Detachment, U. 8. Army, tried before a 
General Court-martial at Fort Whipple, Virginia, Jan- © 
uary 20, 1878, and of which First Lieutenant R. P. 
Strong, Fourth Artillery, acting signal officer, is govt 
dent, on the charge of “ conduct to the prejudice of good 
order and military discipline,” found gruilty and sen- 
tenced “to be reduced to the rank of a private soldier.” 

No. 18, February 1—In the case of Captain Philip H. 
Ellis, Thirteenth Infantry, tried and found guilty by a 
General Court-martial which convened at Camp Doug 
Utah Territory, December 19, 1872, and of which Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Albert G. Brackett, Second Cavalry, is 


president, of “Condact to the prejudice of order 
and military discipline,” “Disobedience of orders,” 
“Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman.” 


And sentenced “‘ To bedismissed the service of the U.S.” 
The specifications aliege brutal treatment of ar. enlisted 
map, who, as a punishment for drunkenness, was knock-d 
down by the accused while in the ranks under going in- 
spection, and struck on the head with a musket. In 
commenting on the case the Secretary of War says: 

“ Brigadier-General Ord, commanding the Depart- 
ment of the Platte, approved the proceedings and the 
findings on the first and third charges and the specifica- 
tions pertaining thereto, and disapprove the findings on 
the second charge and its specifications. He also ap- 
proved the sentence. These approvals and disapprovals 
are concurred in. In his indorsementof the record in 
this case, the commanding officer of the Department re- 
marks: ‘ Attention is respectfully called to the recom- 
mendations to mercy and clemency of seven out of nine 
of the members of the Court-martial in this case. In 
view of the evidence that the accused—strange as it may 
be—was prompted in committing the offences 
by a disposition to promote the good of the service, and 
a desire to correct rather than abuse the men intrusted 
to his command, and on account of his previous excellent 
character as an officer anda gentleman, the recommen- 
dations to mercy are concurred in.’ One member of tho 
court recommends clemency in this case, ‘believing the 
accused has now a correct view of his duties; and on ac- 
count of his service during the war.’ The conduct of 
the accused, as set forth in the specifications, is fully 
made out, His only excuse for his ill-treatment of 
Private Durett is, that this soldier was an incorrigible 
drunkard—to such a degree that he has since been dis- 
charged for “Chronic alcoholism.” ‘This apology is 
wholly unavailing for the arbitrary and cruel punish- 
ment inflicted upon this unfortunate man. Indeed, his 
condition of helpless drunkenness at the time of the vio- 
lent assault upon him accused must be ed 
rather as an aggravation of the latter's offence. © de- 
fence in the case of Private Oarr is similarly futile. The 
offences S which this — has been convicted do not 
seem to have been inspired by any personal resentments, 
but apparently by a zeal for discipline. This zeal was 
without wisdom, and the action it inspired was per- 
formed in bad temper. It is difficult to find sati 
grounds for the exercise of clemency in a case like this ; 
but in consideration of the 





and of the decided proof recorded of the goueral excel: 
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his 
vices snd wounds during the late war: also of his a 
t intelligence, encouraging the hope that he wi 
to lay a proper restraint his tem ere- 
after be prudent and considerate in the treatment of the 
soldiers under his command, the President is pleased to 
remit the sentence. Captain Ellis will be released from 
arrest and restored to duty. 

No. 14, February 14—In the case of Captain John H. 
Donovan, Seventeenth Infantry, now ensetgunqaratense 
mulgated in General Orders No. 44, uarters 
rtment of Dakota, St. Paul, Minn., July 10, 1872, 
the unexecuted portion of the sentence is, on the recom- 

mendation of his division commander, remitted. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Frast Division Revuctiows.—At this time, when the new 

inspector-general of New York State is making his tour of 
inspection of the troops of tie State, we deem it opportune 
to offer somo suggestions on the reduction of the force, with 
a view of making the National Guard still more effec- 
tive. The largest part of the State service, or its First divi- 
sion, is located in New York city, and nambers in the aggre- 
gate some ten thousand men, or one-half of the legal ‘military 
establishment of the State. As the State force is now in 
excess over 4,000 men, it behooves General Headquarters to 
direct its attention to this division for some portion of the 
‘proposed reduction. By a judicious reduction and reorgan- 
ization of the First division, and a careful weeding out in 
other portions of the State, its Nattoral Guard can be man- 
aged better, more economically, and acquire far more effect- 
ive etrength. 

This subject of reduction is not a new one with us, and 
for years past has had our advocacy and firm support; 
and we have had the sazisfaction of seeing a portion of our 
views carried into effect in the First and other divisions of the 
State. There are many good reasons why the First division 
should be pruned of its feeble regimental organizations. 
The brigades might be permitted to remain as at present, 
but the regiments should be reduced to ten of infantry, and 
one regiment or battalion of cavalry, and a light battery for 
each brigade. It would be better to make the number of 
infantry regiments eight, and have no cavalry; but this 
could not be done without causing greater dissatisfaction 
than any administration would care to encounter, and be- 
sides some of the infantry regiments which would of neces- 
sity be disbanded have a past record of which all are natu- 
rally proud. Militia cavalry is of but little use, and will 
probably always be the subject of ridicule because of its 
inferior drill and poor horsemanship, which can be easily 
understood when it is explained that a large proportion of 
the men do not own a horse, and cannot attend a mounted 
drill without incurring the expense of hiring one—a luxury 
not indulged in more than half a dozen times a year—while 
n the Regular service it requires several months of daily 
drill to convert a raw recruit into a fair cavalryman, and as 
long to train his horse. A regiment of five or six hundred 
men can be sustained in New York city, because there is 
quite a large class of citizens who would not enlist in the 
National Guard except they were permitted to make use of 
other Jegs than their own. The following are a few of the 
reasens why the regimental organizations should be reduced, 
viz. : 

1. It would strengthen’‘and render more effective those 
retained, because a smaller number of officers would be ne- 
cessary, and there would be just as much material to select 
from ; consequently, selections would be made with more care; 
for the ranks, there would be the same quantity of raw ma- 
terial, with but ten or eleven regiments to draw upon it 
and work it into soldiers, instead of seventeen. 

2. It would be the means of putting more men under fewer 
and better field and company officers, and as a natural con- 
sequence the bearing, discipline, and tone of the rank and 
file would be better. 

8. The clerical work at brigade, division, and General 
Headquarters would be lessened, as would also be the labors 
of battalion and higher courte-martial. 

4. The expenses of the individual members would be much 
less, because it costs—outside of the sums furnished or paid 
by the county and State—no more to provide music, gas, 
stationery, printing, etc., for a regiment of a thousand men 
than it does for one of three hundred. 

5. The taxpayers would be relieved of the rents of several 
armories and the repairs thereto—no inconsiderable sum— 
and those regiments retained could be put into buildings 
more suitable for the purposes of armories and drill-rooms. 

Other and equally good reasons could be given for a re- 
duction and consolidation of the regimental organizations of 
the First division, but we think these are more than suffisient. 
Consolidations are not always found songenial ; therefore, en- 
tire disbandments are the most successful in theend. These 
changes, of course, at first will create dissatisfaction, but the 
State can rest assured that its efforts will be sustained by 
the best portion of the National Guard, and the New York 
militia be made the cheapest and best in the country. 


Tue Tweirra’s xew Anmorny.—The Twelfth Infantry, 
since leaving its old quarters in the top lofts of the building 
at the corner of Fourth and Broadway, has been particu- 
larly fortunata in obtaining drill and meeting rooms. Some 
few years ago, it will be remembered, the regiment, 
through the persevering efforts of its commander, Colonel 
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located at Broadway and Thirty-fourth street, which were 
enlarged and very nicely fitted up for the use of the regi- 
ment, and for:the past two years has been occupied with 
benefit to the regiment. A few months ago, however, 
during a ‘‘ reform”? movement the owners of the armory 
offered to cancel the lease, which offer was accepted by the 
Board of Supervisors, and the Twelfth ordered to ‘* move 
on,”’ which it will commence to do next month, and on the 
Ist of May occupy, in the main, the building located at the 
corner of Broadway and Forty-fourth street. This building, 
is quite far up town and forty squares above the ar- 
mory location of a few years ago. The regiment has al- 
ways followed the curb of Broadway, and we trust, as far 
as armories are concerned, has now come to a halt. The 
building now to be occupied by the regiment conjointly with 
the First battalion and Washington Gray Cavalry is very 
finely adapted to the purposes of the militia, is new and 
was originally erected for market purposes, having on the 
second floor a spacious assembly hall. The ground floor is 
occupied by stores, and the two upper floors are rented to the 
county by Mr. R. T. Ford for the sum of $24,000 a year, 
exclasive of the taxes. As before stated, three organiza- 
tions have been assigned to these quarters, which have been 
properly partitioned off, and are approached by three entirely 
distinct staircases. The Twelfth’s entrance is at the corner 
of Broadway and Forty-fifth street, a fine broad staircase of 
black walnut leading to the upper fluor anda short flight 
connecting it with the lower floor, occupied by the company 
and squad drill-rooms. The company meeting rooms are ten 
in number, and average perhaps thirty by twenty feet in 
size, eix of which are on Broadway. The large drill-room is 
situated on the upper (third) floor, and is a handsome room 
of excellent ,proportions, with a gallery running entirely 
around it at a good elevation. The dimensions of this room 
are one hundred and ten by seventy feet. The series of 
arches supporting one side of the gallery add much to the 
effect of this fine room, and its appearance is also enh d 


endeavored to do his whole duty as to brushing and burnish- 
ing. We were unable to detect a single instance of soiled 
belts or dingy plates. This we deem a remarkable siga in a 
militia organization, for we have frequently noticed with 
pain the citizen soldier coming to parade with his clothes in 
a condition very closely bordering on the filthy. So much 
for webbing and brass; we wish we could say as much for 
the gold lace (?); from it the glory had in almost every in- 
stance departed ; ai the best, the uniform of the enlisted 
man is no place for it ; aside from all considerations of pro- 
priety, the amount of money which it would cost him to 

renew it as often as really required could be much better 
spent on the more essential portions of his equipment. 

The review was conducted according to Morris, cnd the in- 
spection, we would with all deference state, was with more 
propriety according to regulation. During the inspection 
the remarkably fine band of the regiment gave evidence that 
it had lost nothing of its efficiency. At the conclusion of 
the inspection the regiment was exercised in a few battalion 
movements, such as column of fours break from the right to 

march to the left; right and left about in column of fours; 

on the right close column by division, and deployment ; 
close column by division on first division, right in front; 

deployment ; close column by division on first division left 
in front, and deployment. Considering the size of the 
drill-room—which though unusually large is entirely inade- 
quate for the purpose of manwuvre with so large a body of 
men—these movements, as well as the passage in review, were 
very fairly executed; and had the commandant dismissed 
two of the companies, thus reducing the battalion to eight 
commands, we think that a far more satisfactory exhibition 
of the regiment’s capabilities could have been given. We 
think that a little more attention on the part of file closers 
to the distances would have produced some improvement. 
The right guide of the right company would do well to care- 
fally consider how much faster he must step out to reach 
the Uptonian ‘‘ 110 to the minute.’’ This is a very serious 





by the second tier of light arches in front of the gallery. 
The Board of Officers’ room is a long apartment on the 
Broadway side of the drill-room, and a smaller room ad- 
joining is proposed for the use of headquarters. A number 
of rooms on the gallery floor will be devoted to the use of 
the band and drum corps, quartermaster, etc. The armory 
is a decided improvement upon the present one of the regi- 
ment, and is calculated to stimulate the command to new 
efforts. The furniture of the present armory will soon be 
removed to these new quarters, and the ten company meet- 
ing-rooms will have hard wood floors of black walnut and 
Georgia pine, and be fitted with black walnut lockers properly 
upholstered, and with handsome desks, as in the present ar- 
mory. The meeting rooms will be lighted by brackets, while 
the upper floor will be decorated with the chandeliers of the 
old armory. The main staircase has been handsomely ceiled 
and wainscotted with hard wood at the owner’s expense, 
and the whole building when completed will present an air 
of decided elegance, while the towers at the extremities of 
the Broadway front aid in giving a peculiarly military ap- 
pearance to the structure. 


Inspections.—The inspection tour of Inspector-General 
Morris is almost concluded in the First division of New York 
State, the Seventh and Twenty-second regiments of Infantry 
and the cavalry and artillery organizations being the only 
exceptions. General Morris during the past week has ex- 
amined the books and records of several of the organiza- 
tions of the Firs: division. Next week the Inspector-Gen- 
eral will continue these inspections, commencing with the 
Second division as follows: April 2, Separate Troops of Cav- 
alry, at the State Arsenal, Portland avenae, Brooklyn, also, 
Batteries A and B; April 3, Fifteenth battalion of Infantry 
and Separate Troop of Cavalry, Fifth brigade, at arsenal ; 
April 8, Thirty-second regiment of Infantry and Separate 
Troop of Cavalry, Eleventh brigade, at Williamsburgh armo- 
ry; April 10, Seventh regiment of Infantry, at the north 
side of Union Square, at 4:30 Pp. w.; Thirteenth regiment of 
Infantry, at State Arsenal, Portland avenue, Brooklyn ; 
April 15, Twenty-third) regiment of Infantry, at State Ar- 
senal, Portland avenue, Brooklyn ; Howitzer battery, Elev- 
enth brigade, at State Arsenal, Portland avenue, Brooklyn ; 
April 17, Twenty-eighth regiment of Infantry, at State Ar- 
senal, Brooklyn; April 18, Fourteenth regiment of Infantry, 
at State Arsenal, Brooklyn; April 25, Twenty-second regi- 
ment of Infantry, at its armory, Fourteenth street. All the 
foregoing, for April, with the exception of the Seventh regi- 
ment, at 8 o’clock p.m. General Morris proposes visiting 
the regiments at Newburgh. Poughkeepsie, Kingston, Albany, 
and Troy, in May. It is probable he will inspect the Na- 
tional Guard regiments at Syracuse, Rochester, and Buffalo 
in June, if he can complete his inspection of regiments and 
company books in the eastern part of the State, in time. 


Ninta Iwrantry.—This command paraded for review 
and inspection at its armory on the 20th inst. by General 
Morris. The attendance was very good, though we were 
informed that had the weather been more propitious it would 
have been even better. White the numbers may be in- 
creased, we do not think that the strength of an organiza- 
tion is augmented by theseso termed feather-bed warriors 
who find in a storm an excuse for neglect of duty. After 
equalization the battalion presented a front of ten com- 
mands of fourteen files. The appearance of the regiment at 
formation was magnificent, every man having apparently 





tter, as any error of that kind is of course propagated 
until it reaches the rear of the column. On the whole, we 
think Colonel Braine and the officers and men of his com- 
mand are to be congratulated upon ths evidences of undi- 
minished interest which they all have in the welfare of the 
Ninth. While the regiment may not number as many as it 
did a year or more since, we have reason to believe that the 
loss in numerical strength has been the regiment’s gain in 
reliability. General Morris at the close of the drill ex- 
pressed his satisfaction in a few very complimentary remaiks. 
The number of spectators, considering the inclemency of the 
weather, was unusually large. 


E1guta Inrantry .—This command on Friday evening of 
last week came in for its share of Inspector-General Mor- 

ris’s praise and censure (if any) at the State Arsenal. 

The regiment made s very handsome appearance, and pa- 
raded ten commands of twelve files, Colonel Scott in com- 
mand. This front was subsequently reduced to ten files for 

drilling purposes. The Inspector-General was accompanied 
by General Dunn, of the Governor’s staff, who, we will here 
state en passant, has just recovered from a severe and dan- 
gerous illness, General Varian and staff, Third brigade, 

were also in attendance. The battalion line extended be- 
yond the length of the room, the left company facing the 
Sfe and drum corps o2 the right. The entire ceremony of 2 

dress parade opened the military proceedings of the evening, 

the first sergeants reporting, the parade being dismissed, 

and the officers, as customary, closing on the centre and 

marching forward. Despite this dismissal, and the first ser- 

geants assuming command of their respective companies, the 
line remained undisturbed, officers again quietly returned to 

their companies, and the regiment was then prepared for 
review. It is evident from this that Colonel Scott believes 

that adress parade cannot be consistently divided into two 

parts, one for the opening and another for the closing of 
any military proceedings; and who says he is not right? 
Still, the custom, in the National Guard at least, has been 
to divide a dress parade ceremony, or else form the battalion 
line without ceremony, and then prepare for review; and 
this plan, under the circumstances, is the best, unless a 
commander wishes to go through the farce of dismissing his 
regiment twice, at the beginning and terminatioa of the 
drill. The regiment in line, during the dress parade and 
review, made a most creditable display, the men appearing 
steady and to advantage in their neat gray full-dress, and 
white cross belts. Tie passage, however, was hurried, and, 
therefore, not particularly good. Drum-Major McKeever 
has a fine fife and drum corps, and they work together well ; 
we also like the music of the fife, but the time is too fast. 
We did not ‘‘time”’ it, but we should say one hundred 
and thirty: was about the movement in the passage in re- 
view; in fact, during all the executions of the battalion 
there was that unwarranted hurried movement, causing men 
frequently to get out of step, and both rear and front ranks 
to break; and as for the file closers, we failed during 
the entire drill to see a perfect aligament. We admire 
military promptness, also perfect time in movements; 
but we do not like a battslion, particular indoors, to appear 
hurried. The regiment in the battalion movements, which 
followed, did remarkably well, the men seeming to do their 
best; the guides and not a few junior officers, however, were 
scarcely up to the mark, and the posting of the markers for 
the left wing was tardy and almost neglected ; Lieutenant- 





Colonel Kettle, however, took care of the right. It was 
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past 10 before the very satisfactory drill was concluded, at 
which time Company H took position in the front and 
centre of the battalion, and Sergeant McBride was pre- 
sented, on behalf of the Board of Officers, by Colonel Scott, 
the handsome recruiting medal offered on the 22d February, 
@ year ago. Generals Morris and Varian previously con- 
gratulated the regimental commander and officers on the 
fine condition of the regiment; after which the drum and 
fife corps gave an excellent exhibition, which about con- 
cluded the evening’: military performance. Adjatant Hill, 
we observed, isagain at his post, and we trust his health 
will allow him to be more frequently with the old Wash- 
ington Grays, who, by the appearance“ of the arsenal on this 
occasion, still have plenty of friends. 

This regiment, Colonel Scott, is ordered to assemble at the 
armory in full fatigue uniform, as follows: Companies A, D, 
and E, April 1; Companies B and C, April 3; Companies 
@ and K, April 9; Companies F and H, April 14. Roll-call 
at 7:45 o’clock p.m. The regiment will assemble at the 
State Arsenai in full fatigue uniform April 7 and 17, for bat- 
talion drill. Roll-call at 7:45 o’clock P. mu. The officers 
and non-commissioned officers will assemble at the armory in 
full fatigue uniform April 22. Roll-call at 8 o’clock P. x. 
The regiment will parade in full-dress uniform (white gloves) 
on Wednesday, April 23, for drill in Tompkins Square. 
Roll-call of companies, at the armory, at 1:30 o’clock P. mM. 
Field and staff mounted. Band, drum, and fife corps in at- 
tendance. The regular monthly meeting of the Board of 
Officers will be held on Monday evening, April 21. 

Twentx-szconp Inrantry.—This regiment assembled for 
drill, in fatigue uniform, at the armory, on Friday evening, 
March 21, at eight o’clock. The galleries were well filled 
with spectators, among whom were very many ladies. The 
regiment was equalized into eight commands of sixteen full 
files, line being formed at about 8:30, Colonel Porter as- 
suming command. The appearance of the regiment in line 
was soldierly, solid, and stezdy, although the movement of 
a head or a hand here and there betrayed the presence of a 
few careless and inattentive men. The drill was a long one, 
and continued with but one rest untii 10:15. It was, with- 
out doubt, the best drill the regiment has held this season. 
The officers, particularly the division commanders, were 
well up in their duties, and prompt and correct in their 
commands; while the men were steady and attentive, and 
moved with marked precision. The result, therefore, was 
that every movement was well executed, some being per- 
formed with the utmost nicety and precision, drawing forth 
cordial applause from the spectators. There were faults, it 
is true, but these were slight when compared with the gen- 
eral excellence which characterised the whole drill. We 
would particularly mention and commend the movements 
executed in double time from a halt and on the march, es- 
pecially the change of direction by the flank, the formation 
of square frem column by division, the advance in line by 
wing, and the formation of column by division to and 
on the left. Colonel Porter gave marked attention to the 
miner details of the various movements, and in the variety 
and conciseness of his explanation and instructions proved 
himself a thorough officer, accomplished in the practice as 
well as in the theory of his profession. 

We are giad to announce that the armory has been secured 
for theregiment, the Board of Supervisors having, by a vote 
of nine to two, decided to renew the lease of the ground for 
three years. The ground upon which the armory stands 
was leased for ten years from May 1, 1863, at $4,500 per 
annum, and the building was erected by the regiment at its 
own expense. The rent of the ground has’now been raised 
to $20,000 per annum. General Morris, the Inspector-Gen- 
eral of the State, has signified his intention to review and 
inspect the regiment April 25. We understand the regi- 
ment will parade at the armory on that evening, in full uni- 
form, with band, and that at the termination of the military 
proceedings a promenade concert will be given, thus ter- 
minating in the usual manner the drill season of 1872-’73. 

The right wing assembled for drill on Monday evening 
last. The drill was a good one, but not so successful in 
Many respects as the regimental driJl onthe Friday pre- 
vious. 

Target practice is held at the armory every Saturday 
evening, under the direction of the regimental rifle associa- 
tion. The attendance is good, from thirty to fifty men being 
present on each occasion, and steady improvement is ap- 
parent in the shooting. A goodly number of very good 
shots have already been developed. It is intended to open 
@ regimental range at Clifton for private practice among the 
members of the association, so soon as the spring weatherfairly 
sets in. We would mention that, out of a possible score of 
twenty points, two members scored nineteen points at fifty 
yards, three eighteen points, four seventeen points, and 
Many sixteen points, on Saturday last. 

First Toor, Wasaixeron Grars.—This excellent cavalry 
organization of the First division, Captain Wiley, was in- 
spected on Monday evening, at the armory of the Eighth 
Infantry, by Inspector-General Morris, who was accompanied 
by Colonel Blanchard and General Varian and staff, Third 
brigade. The command, which is one of the best and most 
famous of its kind in the division, looked exceedingly well, 
and mustered over fifty men. Its dismounted performances 
during the evening were very creditable, and the whole in- 
spection most satisfactory. The ‘Grays’ will soon vacate 
their present costly and cosy quarters for more roomy ac- 


commodations in the building to be occupied by the Twelfth 
Infantry and First Cavalry, Forty-fourth street and Broad- 


way. 
Tuirty-seconp Inrantry.—This regiment, Colonel Roehr, 
is ordered to assemble in full uniform (white gloves), for re- 
view and parade, at the armory April 8, at 8 o’clock P. mu. 


Tuirp Brieaps, First Diviston.—The proceedings, find- 
ings, and sentences of the General Court-martial of this 
brigade, held in pursuance of G. 0. No, 1, current series, 
from brigade headquarters, are approved by General Varian 
commanding, and the brigade court-martial, of which Colonel 
Chas. R, Braine is president, has been dissolved. 

First Batration CavaLtry.—A regimental court-martial 
for the trial of offences, delinquencies, and deficiencies 
among the non-commissioned officers and privates of this 
command is ordered to convene at the armory March 31 at 
8 o’clock Pp. mu. Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Madden, First battalion Cavalry. This command is 
ordered ts assemble for review and inspection by Brevet Ma- 
jor-General William H. Morris, I. G. 8. N. Y., on Monday, 
April 21, at the State Arsenal, at 7:30 o’clock P. M., sharp. 

TweLrra InrantRy.—This regiment (except band) is or- 
dered to parade for drill in full-dress uniform (white gloves) 
at the{State Arsenal April 14. Assembly at 8 o’clock Pp. mu. 
The following non-commissioned officers, having passed the 
Board of Examination, have been granted warrants: Ser- 
geat Hugh McCullough, Company F, company quarter-mas- 
ter-sergeant ; Otto Bruner, Company H ; Corporals Edward 
McLaughlin, Company B; Edward Alcorn and Peter Arnold, 
Company H. Altl non-commissioned officers elected prior to 
March 1, who shall have failed to present themselves before 
the Board of Examination by its next meeting, will be con- 
sidered to have declined their positions, and new elections 
will be ordered accordingly. 


VARIOUS ITEMS. 

Company I, Twenty-third regiment, Captain Sands, is or- 
dered to assemble at company headquarters April 1, at 8:30 
o’clock, to hold an election toffill vacant “‘ non-com’s’’ posi- 
tions. 

Tae Separate Troop Cavalry, Eleventh brigade, Cap- 
tain Kreuscher, has held dismounted drills in the Kings 
county armory the whole winter. Next month the troop in- 
tend to take a ‘‘day off’? and exercise on horseback. 

Tas Williamsburgh Turner Cadets, under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Rueger, of the Thirty-second regiment, 
held a battalion drill last week, and won many praises from 
the military spectators. On Tuesday last it held another 
drill. 

Tux Forty-seventh Infantry, Colonel Austen, was ordered 
to assemble on Thursday evening for dress parade and review 
before Major-General Winfield S. Hancock, U. S. Army, 
commanding Military Division of the Atlantic, at the regi- 
mental armory, Brooklyn, E. D. 

Tz Seventh’s artillery (howitzer section) had a very 
satisfactory drill on Saturday evening last, at the regimental 
armory, which was witnessed with interest by a large 
number of spectators. The infantry detail seem to like 
this artillery practice, and none more than the efficient 
Quartermaster-Sergeant Wheelwright, who, it is said, really 
lives on the “ breath of public opinion.” 

Genera Samuel Wm. Johnson, the late chief of ordnance 
of the State, was the recipient on Saturday, March 15, of 
a pleasing token of the esteem and regard with which he 
has been regarded by his corps of assistants at the arsenal, 
in the form of a beautiful set of their photographs elegantly 
framed in velvet and gold. The presentation, which was 
not anticipated by the general, was a perfect surprise. 

Tue First division rendezvous for mounted officers, lo- 
cated at Nos, 9, 11, and 13 West Thirteenth street, was 
formally opened for inspection on Monday evening. The 
building has been fitted up for the use of mounted officers of 
the division, under the auspices of General Shaler and the 
division headquarters, and application for use of lockers, 
etc., can be mage to Lieutenant-Colonel Carl Jussen, of Gen- 
eral Shaler’s staff. 

Tus Senate, in executive session, on Wednesday confirmed 
Hon. James Husted, of Westchester county, as Major- 
General of the Fifth division of the New York State National 
Guard, vice General Gates, resigned. The Fifth division 
comprises the Seventh, Eighth, Nineteenth, and Twenty- 
second brigades, and numbers about 3,000 troops. The 
new Major-General’s military experience for the past thir- 
teen years seems to be summed up as judge-advocate of the 
Seventh brigade of this division, which brigade consists of 
one regiment of infantry. 


A CORRESPONDENT asks why General Morris inspects the 
Seventh in the afternoon and the other regiments of the 
First division in the evening, allowing the ‘‘ glorious Sev- 
enth,” as he says, an opportunity to make a public parade. 
He further asks: ‘“‘ Why were not the others ordered to do 
the same? Is not this partiality very openly showed in face 
of the other regiments who have treated General Morris so 
well? The Seventh may be the crack regiment; but is that 
any reason why General Morris, when doing his duty, and 
for which he is paid, should make any distinction what- 
ever? It seems to me very wrong.’’ Our correspondent ex- 
hibits great ignorance regarding these matters, and we 
would suggest that he call on the Inspector-General, who is 
paid, and ascertain for himself why this is thus. Bah! When 
will this petty jealous spirit cease ’ 





More Cuampions.—A member of the Heath Zouaves, 
Pittsburg, has sent the following to the Philadelphia Sunday 
Republic, in reply to the challenge issued by Sergeant T. 8. 
Callahan, Ninth regiment ..assachusetts Volunteer Militia: 

Pirtsspure, March 12, 1873. 
Editor Sunday Republic : 

Dzar Sir: I see in your issue of March 2 that Sergeant 
T. 8. Callahan, of the Ninth Massachusotts Volunteer Mili- 
tia, challenges any man in the United States for from $100 
to $1,000. 

Weil, I am authorized to say that F. M. Culbert or R. M. 
Barr, of this company, accept the challenge for *$100, the 
drill to be public, an admission fee to be charged, proceeds 
to go to the winner; the drill to be according to Upton’s 
Manual. 

Gora H. Jounston, Secretary Heath Zouaves, 
‘* America’s Champions.’’ 

N. B.—The drill to come off half-way between Pittsburg 
and Boston. 

Massacavusetts.—Important and Beneficial Changes Pro- 





posed.—Within » short time the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs of the Legislature, sa: 


the Boston Herald, will recom- 
mend several radical and important changes ia the militia 


law, and among the improvements are many which will re~ 
ceive the approval of military men generally. The appoint- 
ment of a mustering officer will be one of the innovations, 
and his rank will be that of a first lieutenant. Larger are 
mories will be recommended, and more liberal a 
suggested for the purpose, in order thut companies may not 
be obliged to lease their armories for any purpose whatever 
to make up the deficit between tae appropriation and the 
sum which is paid for the nse of an armory. This change 
the committee deems important, as it willrender more secure 
the property of the State. Uniformity in the style of mili- 
tary dress will be provided for, but organizations may procure 
an independent uniform if they desire to do so. Provision 
will be made whereby commissioned officers of the line will 
receive as much if not greater compensation than non-com- 
missioned staff officers, who, under the present law, are en- 
titled to a larger sum for service per diem than officers of 
the line. The law will be so amended as to provide that 
enlistments shall be made for three or five years, and the 
men shall be sworn into the service and held to a strict ac- 
countability for any violation of the law. A general jadge- 
advocate will be recommended, who will be tie arbiter in 
all cases of courts-martial or investigation. The pay of the 
militia is considered insufficient at present, and therefore a 
recommendation will be made that they be better remuner- 
ated than at present ; and a provision will also be urged for 
a yearly allowance to each man for clothing, sufficient in 
amount to provide a new uniform every three years and leave 
a small balanee to be used in making any repairs that may 
be necessary. Every man must perform duty when the mili- 
tia is ordered out, and none will be excused unless they pro- 
cure certificates showing that they are unable to do duty. 
The law as proposed will hold some one strictly accountable 
for the property of the State, and the internal civil organ- 
ization of a company must be approved by the commanding 
officer of the regiment or battalion to which it is attached. 
As the law now stands adjutants hold the rank of a first 
lieutenant, and it sometimes occurs that captains of compa- 
nies do not obey with alacrity the orders issved by him, or 
show due respect to the officer. This it is proposed to reme- 
dy by giving to adjutants the commission of senior captain 
or brevet major, so that they may outrank the line officers. 
This we believe is the practice in the English army, and it 
works admirably. The unwise and dangerous custom of 
taking substitutes into a company for camp duty will be 
prohibited, but if the laws are enforced, as it is intended 
they shall be, the practice of filling up the ranks with 
‘* wooden men”’ will be unnecessary. These are a few of 
the important changes Byer: and the committee intend 
to make the laws as perfect as they possibly can. The gen- 
tlemen comprising the committee have all seen army service, 
and consequently understand the requirements of a 
militia force. As an extension of time to April 10 has 
granted the committee in which to report, the new law will 
not be presented for at least two weeks. 

Missour1.—The St. Louie Company’s Trip East.—Our St- 
Louis correspondent gives the following interesting account of 
the trip of Company A, First battalion: The Eastern trip of 
Company A, of the First battalion St. Louis N. @. was a re- 
markable success. The company left St. Louis in a snow 
storm, and on the way to the depot many a manly heazt 
feared that the trip was going to be a failure in consequence 
of the ill-timed omen of the weather cock. But once upon 
the special train of Pullman cars, swiftly speeding towards 
the National Capitol, all this was soon forgotten amid new 
scenes and clearing weather. 

At Cincinnati the command took breakfast at the Gib- 
son House, and after a stuy of two hours in that city, onee 
more commenced their journey eastward, arriving in Wash- 
ington City about 4 o’clock P. um. March 3. The company 
marched to Pennsylvania avenue, and thence to the Presi- 
dent’s mansion, where they were received by the President, 
and complimented upon their soldierly appearance. The 
company then returned to its cars, which were used as 
quarters while in Washington, the members taking their 
meals at the Metropolitan Hote!, where they fared well. The 
company in the inauguration procession was assigned the 
left of the second division, and on Tuesday morning it 
marched with arms and without overcoats to the Metro- 

olitan for breakfast, intending to take its place in line 

mmediately after the meal, but after breakfast the surgeon 
who accompanied the command declared it was unsate to 
march the men without overcoats, the weather being so 
extremely cold. So the order was given, and by a forced 
march the company returned to its cars, put on overcoats 
and knapsacks, marched back just in time to take its place 
in the column as it was passing the Metropolitan. The mil- 
itary bearing of the men won for them many compliments, 
and although they had gone from a city where militia is but . 
@ very recent acquisition, yet they compared most favorably 
with those of older organizations. 

On the 5th (Wednesday) about 10 o’clock a. u. Company 
A, under the escort of the ‘‘ Washington Grays,” of Phila. 
delphia, bade adieu to Washington and embarked for Phila- 
delphia, where they arrived at 4 o’clock that afternoon and 
became the guests of that gentlemanly and courteous com- 
pany, commanded by Captain Ward, the ‘‘ Washington 
Grays.’ The reception in Philadelphia was in keeping 
with the usual hospitalities of that city, and the St. Lowis- 
ans left there under many obligations which will not soon be 
forgotten. . 

hursday morning “the company started for New York, 
where it arrived at 2:30 that afternoon, and was met and 
esccrted to its hotel, the Grand Central, by Companies E 
and F, of Twenty-second Infantry. The as during 
the stay in the empire city was a perfect ovation from the 
time of arrival to that of departure. Fridey evening the 
company visited the armory of the Twenty-second to witness 
a “wing drill,’’ little thinking that they were again to be 
banquetted ; but then such courteous gentlemen and gallant 
soldiers that make up Colonel Porter’s command are not 
fellows to see friends depart without giving them hearty 
welcome. But to tell the trath, Company A was received so 
magnificently wherever they went, that were I to attempt to 
do fastios in a newspaper article, I am fearful that the failure 
would be so great that it would be better hadI said 
The St. Louis boys will not be slow in returning these hos- 
pitalities when opportunity offers, either as citizens or sol- 
diers. The return to St. Louis was a perfect triumph. 
command was met at the depot by a detachment of the bat- 
talion and escorted through some of the principal streets te 
the armory, where a collation had been spread to welcome 
home the travellers. The company left St. Louis with two 

missioned o sixty-five muskets, and t 
musicians; were absent ten days, and made the round trip 
in the same cars—the first train that ever made the trip. 
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Tue entire reorganization of the Swedish artillery has 
been decided upon. 


THE pre ist or war game is being extensively 

introduced into Italian army. 

Tae Czar has appointed the Grand Dake Michael 
commander-in-chief: of the Russian Artillery Force. 

Tux French arsenils are now fully replenished, and 
the losses occasiontd by the late war are made good. 

RiGApDA, the newly appointed Admiral of the Spanish 
fleet in Cuban waters, has entered upon the duties cf his 
position. 

Tue Bay of Balaklava has just been surveyed, with a 
view to the establishment of a military port, to be con- 
nected with Sebastopol by a canal. 

Tax King of Bavaria has ordered field mancuvres on 
an extensive scale to be held in September next, in strict 
conformity with the Prussian regulations. 

Tae Brazilian government has published a decree in- 
timating the necessity for erecting fortifications on the 
River Amazon, near the frontiers of Peru. 

Prussian military bands are, by decree of the govern- 
ment, never to perform in foreign countries in their 

mental costume, save by special permission of the 
Sinister of War. : 

THE manufacture of arms is being rapidly pushed for- 

ward at Chatelerault. Ninety thousan Chassepot rifles, 

ther with a considerable number of carbines and 
sabres, must be delivered before the expiration of the 
present year. 

THe autumnal manewuvres of the Prussian army corps 
are not to extend beyond September 15. The Landwehr 
and reserves are not required this year to take part. 
The peg of Grandeux, the fortress designed to "be dis- 
mantled after the novel mode, ia to begin July 15. 

DENMARK is busy reorganizing her fleet and army. 
Four large men-of-war are to be added to the navy, old 
forts are to be strengthened, and new forts erected, and 
a strongly defended harbor of refuge is te be constructed 
on the Great Belt. 

Tue German Imperial Government has laid before the 
Federal Council a bill requiring a million of frances for 
the preparation of new maps on different scales for the 
use of the general staff and the fifteen corps d’armee con- 
stituting the army. 

Tus estimates for the British navy it is expected will 
show an increase on those of last year, not only from the 
necessity which exists for building new ships and re- 
nes old ones, but from the fact that the prices for 

bor and for materials have largely increased. 


JEAN BApTisTe MILLIERE, a well known agitator, 
who had been instrumental not only in getting up the 
Commune, but in fanning the flames, was shot by order 
of Captain Garcin. His widow now claims 150,000 
francs from the officer, and the War Minister, in reply, 
promo ‘es the offieer to the rank of major. 

Two courses of instruction for naval officers in elec- 
tricity and torpedo management will take place this 
year on board of Her Majesty’s ship Vernon, at Ports- 
mouth, England, the first course to commence or April 
1, and the second on July 25, and each course will last 
about two months. 

Tue report of a large quantity of small arms being 
manufactured in Birmingham on account of the German 
Government is confirmed from Berlin. The arms are 
what in Germany go by the designation of M 71 rifles. 
A military commission has been appointed to test the 
rifles before receiving them. 

Important artillery experiments are to come off at 
Tarbes in the course oi a few weeks, cnless an untoward 
accident should have disarranged the plans of the French 
military authorities. Everything was ready, or nearly 
so, for the trials, when the news came that one of the 
steel guns under experiment at Bourges had burst. 

“ACCORDING to the Memorial Diplomatique, the prop- 
osition made by the Portuguese government, to call out 
immediately the reserve of the army in order to be pre- 
pared for an eventuality arising from any Carlist move- 
ment on the frontiers of Portugal, has been carried in 
the Chamber of Deputies by fifty-three against thirty- 
one. 

Tur Emperor of Germany’s visit to the Vienna Exhi- 
bition is announced for the first fortnight in June; the 
Czar will also be there somewhere about that date. The 
Prince of Wales will probably be present at the cere- 
mony of the opening, in his capacity of ident of the 
English Commission. Tho Shah of Persia will also 
visit the Exhibition during the summer. 

A SERIES of articles in the Russki Mir, by the well- 
known General Ignatieff, sharply criticising the ad- 
ministration of the Russian army, have created such ex- 
citement in military circles that the semi-official Invalid 
has found it necessary to answer them. The general 
opinion, however, seems to be that the General has the 
best ci the argument. 

“Tur Britisu aval and Military Gazette denies the 
rumors of the failure of the ammunition of the Martini- 
Henry rifle. “Now, in the first place,” it says, “‘ we were 
really not aware that the British army was complete! 
armed with the Martini-Henry rifle; and in the second, 
we believe that the reports in question as to the alleged 
failure of the amimunition of the rifle are incorrect.” 

CoLoNEL ConoLLy, the military attache of the Brit- 
igh Embassy, :nd Major Kodolitsch, the military attache 
at the Austrian Embassy, ied by several Eng- 
lish officers, and furnished with the sanction 
by General de Cissey, have left Paris on a three weeks’ 
tour to the principal military establishments and per- 
manent camps. They will visit Tours, Bourges, Ruelle, 
Nevers, and ‘bes, and on their return will be 
présent at the artillery experiments at Calais. 


A NumEROUS party assembled at the proof-ground, 
Regn Asewal ag tangs Soar cee Seneca 


| Moncrieff principle, adapted to the 24-pounder Palliser 
converted muzzle-loading gun. Several rounds were 
fired with the service charge, the gun being laid by the 
use of the newly-perfected reflecting sights, and every- 
thing worked admirably, the gun being run up, so as to 
fire over the parapet when loaded, with the greatest 
ease. 


In an article on “Deep Sea Waves,” in Naval Science 
for January, Mr. C. “Ww. Merrifield, F. R. 8., says: 
“The longest sea-waves observed appeur to have been a 
little more than 200 yards in length, with a period of 
about eleven seconds. The highest regular sea-waves 
accurately observed appear to have had a height of not 
more than forty feet. The highest waves are generally 
very long, but, for that very reason, they are not the 
steepest. There seems good ground for believing that 
the greatest slope of the external surface of a wave in 
the open sea never reaches thirty degrees, and seldom ex- 
ceeds fifteen. It is possible that ina storm there may 
be short portions of wave surface exceptionally steep, as 
the result of superimposed waves, and these may be 
very dangerous to boats; but they do not represent the 
slope of the large underlying wave from which a ship 
takes up its motion, nor do they occur at all in simple 
swell. Moreover, the vessel’s own depth carries it below 
the surface wave, and the mean effective wave acting 
upon the ship is always less steep, and in short waves 
very much less steep, than in the surface wave.” 


ENGLISH army officers are just now advoeating the es- 
tablighment of a corps of mouuted riflemen. An officer 
writing to the London 7imes takes exception toa state- 
ment made by Sir Henry Havelock that General Sheri- 
dan’s cavalry during the late war were Mounted Rifle- 
men. In doing so, he prefaces his remarks by saying that 
he served with General Sheridan during the last year of 
our war, and then proceeds as follows: “lf being armed as 
far as possible with Spencer carbines made them Mount- 
ed Riflemen, well and good; but m every respect they 
were essentially Cavalry, and ifnot the best to look at, 
were perhaps the most effective the world ever saw. 
This cavalry could line a ‘stone wall’ dismounted as 
well as annoy the flanks of an army, as at the battle of 
Winchester, or, when the time came, capture artillery, 
as at Cedar Creek, in the Shenandoah valley, a month 
afterwards. The Divisions about 10,000 strong were 
commauded by young men of great dash. Merritt, Cus- 
ter, etc., were boys of 24 years of age, but West Point 
graduates and giants in the theory if not the practice 
of the art of war. Comparisons are odious and imita- 
tions undesirable, but I would venture to hint to our 
economical Government that by uniting Woolwich and 
Sandhurst they would establish a national military 
school which would well vie with, if it would not excel, 
the celebrated establishment on the banks of the Hudson.” 


THE annual military statistical report recently pub- 
lished at Berlin reports that the total German loss in 
battle in the late war, killed and wounded, was 127,867 
men, of whom 5,166 were officers, 88 surgeons and med- 
ical assistants ranking as officers, 12,208 sub-officers, and 
110,435 soldiers. The Third Prussian corps, out of 35,- 
312, lost 12,000, of whom 500 were officers—a loss of 
more than 33 per cent. The First Bavarian, out of 34,- 
820, lost 534 officers and 11,002 soidiers—also over 33 per 
cent. The Fifth Prussian corps lost 298 officers and 
8,664 men out of 35,311. The Royal Guard, out of 43,- 
664, lost 377 officers and 9,678 men. Most of the severe 
loss was inflicted in special engagements. - Thus, the 
Third corps lost 300 officers and 6,000 men at Vionville, 
and was called on the next day to fight at Gravelotte. 
The First Bavarian got its worst punishment at Baze- 
illes, at Villorceau, and at Vendome—all within a week. 
The Royal Guard, in attacking the village of St. Privat, 
when it was held by Marshal Canrobert with the French 
Sixth corps, lost 8,000 men. The Fifth Prussian corps 
was most hurt at Wissembourg and Woerth, it having 
made the opening attack in both battles, which were 
within two = sof each other. The Infantry lost 17.6 
of the total; the cavalry 6.2 per cent. ; artillery, 6.5 per 
cent.; engineers, 2.8 per cent.; train, 0.3 per cent. The; 
highest proportion of loss among officers was among 
majors and colonels, and foots up to 26.96 of the whole. 
Sub-officers (below lieutenants) and privates'suffered only 
to the extent 14.21 per cent. The roll of killed and 
wounded for the great battles shows an aggregate of 
20,577 for St. Privat, 14,820 for Vionville, 10,530 for 
Woerth, 9,033 for Sedan; Metz, 5,482; Strasburg, 889 ; 
and Paris during the siege, 11,563. 


Tae Moniteur de la Meurthe publishes some details 
concerning the works of fortification which are at present 
being carried out in the conquered French departments. 
According to the authentic reports given by the Moni- 
teur, the ian Ministry of War intends to establish 
a vast entrenched camp at Strasburg, arranged in such 
a way that Strasburg and Kehl combined may in future 
form but one stronghold. This entrenched camp is to 
be protected by nine detached forts, six of which will 
be situated on the left and three on the right banks of 
the Rhine. One will command the lines of railway 
from Haguenau to Bitche on the one side, and from 
Haguenau to Wissembourg on the other. Another will 
defend the road from Strasburg to Haguenau ; a third is 
to be constructed in the Vosges, and a fourth, more to 
the south, will command the Saint Di¢ road and the 
Breusch Canal. Germany will thus have a double line 
of fortresses—Coblence, Mayence, Rastadt, Strasburg, 
Metz, and Thionville—which will enable it to keep its 
communications open between the entrenched camp of 
Strasburg and that which is about to be established at 
Metz. The Germans are repairing, and also considerably 
augmenting the fortifications of Motz, as well as im- 
proving and hightening those of Thionville, which it is 
also intended to surround with detached forts. The 
Bourse Gazette, of St. Petersburg, considers it worthy of 
remark that the extensive and completely unprotected 
line of frontier of Bohemia and the Austrian Tyrol ap- 
pears to cause Germany no anxiety whatever, According 
to. some of the German journals, says the Gasetie, this 





break in the general system of Prussian fortifications is 
incomprehensible, 2 


TuE Bérsen Zeitung, of Berlin, publishes an account 
of the military forces of the great powers of Europe, 
from which it draws the conclusion that ‘several of the 
powers which have hitherto been ranked as of the first 
class, will, in consequence of their military development 
not having kept pace with that of other great powers, 
be incapable of going to war in future unless they have 
allies. This is especially the case with Austria and 
England, and also with Italy.” The strongest military 
power, says the writer, is Russia. The Russian army, 
which hitherto consisted of 778 battalions (equal to 771 
German ones), is now raised to 228 regiments of infantry 
with 684 battalions, 228 rifle battalions, 250 reserve bat- 
talions under the new army organization, 72 regiments 
of the Guard and of cavalry of the line, 50 regiments of 
Don Cossacks (for service in Europe) with 660 squadrons, 
and 308 batteries of eight guns each. Of this force 96 
battalions, 20 squadrons, and 16 batteries belong to the 
Caucasian or Asiatic army, so that there remains a force 
of 816 battalions on active service, and 250 reserve bat- 
talions for disposal in Europe. Next comes Germany. 
This power, reckoning only the troops which are ready 
for the field, has 148 regiments of the Guard and in- 
fantry of the line (equal to 444 battalions), 24 rifle bat- 
talions, 302 battalions of the Landwehr, 120 cavalry 
regiments with 556 squadrons, and 382 batteries (in- 
cluding 72 reserves) of six gunseach. The French army 
will, under the new organization, consist of 148 infantry 
regiments (including four Turcos regiments) and 30 
rifle battalions, making in all 518 battalions on active 
service, and 288 rescrve battalions. To these must be 
added 64 cavalry regiments with 384 squadrons and 360 
batteries of six guns each. Austria has only 80 infantry 
regiments (240 battalions), 40 rifle battalions, 41 cavalry 
regiments, and 176 batteries of six guns each. Her 160° 
reserve and 140 Landwehr battalions are as yet raw 
troops, which it would take some time to train for active 
service. The Italivn army is similar in strength to that 
of Austria. It consists of 80 infantry regiments, 10 of 
Bersaglieri, 20 of cavalry, and 10 of artillery—270 bat- 
talions in all—and 160 batteries of six guns each. The 
last of the European States as a military power, con- 
cludes the Borsen Zeitwng, is England, which can only 
muster for servicein Europe 107 battalions, 92 squadrons, 
and 84 batteries of six and eight guns each. We take 
this from the Pall Mall Gazetie, and we wonder our con- 
temporary did not remind the German that we can snap 
our fingers at the greatest military power as long as we 
have our fleet. 








A LETTER to the New York World, dated Portland 
Oregon, March 5, says: “The community of Portland 
was shocked last evening by hearing that the mail 
steamer George 8S. Wright, plying between this port and 
Sitka, had been wrecked and all on board lost. For the 
last four weeks the most painful suspense has reigned 
over the city relative to her fate, but it was only yester- 
day that the news was telegraphed from Victoria, British 
Columbia, that she was lost, and that no traces of her 
passengers or crew were to be found. The news was 
brought to the above city by a party of Bella Coola In- 
dians, who had found a plank bearing the. name of the 
steamer drifting along the shore. They searched the 
mainland to try and discover traces of human life, hoping 
that some persons were saved; but after continuing 
their search for five days they relinquished it, having 
found nothing but a bunch of hair belonging, apparently, 
to the chignon of a lady. The passengers aboard are 
not known, nor will they be until the return of the 
steamer sent north in quest of the lost one. It is esti- 
mated that there were twenty-three persons in ell aboard 
the ill-fated ship, several of whom occupied high social 

sitions. The most prominent were Major John S. 

alker, paymaster on the staff of General Canby, com- 
manding the Department of the Columbia, and his young 
and lovely bride. Major Walker went to Sitka on the 
last trip of the steamer to pay the troups in Alaska, and 
was expected to return on the next; and as his wife was 
the only lady passenger aboard, it is supposed that the 
chignon found belonged to her. Their loss is deeply 
mourned in Portland. George A. Eades, the collec<or 
of the portof Sitka, is also supposed to have been 
aboard.” 


Mrs. J. G. Puyrr, 108 West Twelfth, Btreet, Ni 
York, has used a Grover & Baker Machine pasts Taar 
for over eleven years, during which time it never re- 
quired the least repairs. 


ps 











fT 





MARRIED. 


Mornis—Carnes.—On Saturday, March 1, at Trinity church, i 
Washington city, D. C., by the Right Rev. William Pinckney’ D. 
D., Bishop of the diocese of the District of Columbia, officiating 
the Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D.D., assisting, Major Witi1uaM 
GouvERNEUR Morris, U. 8. Marshal of California, to HELEN 
Lovisg, daughter of the late John Carnes, Esq., of New York. 

California papers please copy. 




















DIED. 


Brief announcements will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
rate of two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the question 
of their insertion to the discretion of the editor. 





OBITUARY. 


Art a meeting of the members of the Reading Club of C 
F, Twenty-first U. 8. Infantry, held at Fort Klamath, Onagen, on 
meusiy adopted ora preamble and resolutions were unani- 

Whereas, It has pleased the Almighty God to take from our 
midst two of our most honored members, Jon» x a 
ser Lose: therefore be - ers, JOHN BENSON and Rog 

at while we recognize the hand of God in thi 
we deeply "mourn the loss which this entails on us, not —— Byers) 
association called to with strong supporters, but as individuals 
called topart with be comrades ont trusted friends. 

Resolved, That we remember with gratitude the services which 
they have rendered to this association, and their willingness to do 
all Seed, True premote I pee 

Resolv: ge resolutions be entered in the minute 
association, and be properly engressed and framed and a ely 
the elubroom of the and that acopy be forwarded to 
the Anmy anD Navy Jovgnat, for publication. 

ALEXANDER E. Bexpina, 
Sergt. Co. F, Twenty-first Inf,, President. 





; Joun Woop, 
Private Co._F, > Twenty-first Inf., Secretary. 


